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Introduction

The Agama literature includes the Silpa-Sastra, which
is basic to iconography. Worship dealt with in the Agama
necessarily involves images which are worship-worthy.
The rituals and sequences that are elaborated in the
Agama books find relevance only in the context of an icon
which is contained in a shrine. And icons are meaningful
only in the context of shrines and worship.

Agama texts are not easily accessible to the people. A
large number of them are still available only in manuscripts;
some of them which have been printed are only in their
Sanskrit originals. There is need, therefore, to present
relevant excerpts from them at least, to make the volumes
on iconography more meaningful.

Further, Indian temples are to be considered only in the
general framework of temple culture, which include not
only religious and philosophical aspects but social, aesthetic
and economic aspects also.

The volumes named Agama Encyclopaedia will deal
with the temple-culture and Agama framework, the
sectarian division of the Agama into Saiva, Vaisnava and
Sakta, and the topics selected from the Agama texts will
follow. Thus, the entirety of the Agama, literature in so
far as it is relevant to the temple-culture is brought within
the scope of The Agama Encyclopaedia.
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The volume deals with the general problems relating to
the idea of Agama and the broad details of the tradition
that is known after Agama. In the historical perspective
Agamic tradition and the Vedic tradition were initially
distinguished, but later the two fused. The circumstances
that favoured the separation and integration have been
explained. The role that Tantra played in crystallizing the
Agama tradition has been elaborately explained and
illustrated. And more importantly the volumes deal almost
exclusively with the essential details of temple-culture in
India Without an adequate appreciation of this context,
other aspects of Agama cannot become meaningful. In one
of the appendices, a fairly exhaustive account of Tantra
has been given, for this has provided the major dimension
to the Agama, especially of the Sakta pursuation.

The volumes which were originally published in the
period 1989-1994 by the Kalpatharu Research Academy,
Bangalore are being reprinted now, and I am grateful to
my friend Shri Sunil Gupta of the Indian Books Centre,
Delhi for publishing a revised edition of the volumes.

Bangalore S.K. Ramachandra Rao
June, 2004



UTSAVA: MEANING
AND TYPES

~ The expression is undoubtedly of Vedic origin, and
its meaning has always been merriment or festive mood.
We read in Rgveda:

T v IAY T
WHEE |§ oA

oW o fovmfa wfafa-
THEEE qafas et

(1,1008,8)
W ¥ R w o war weE-
T W fmon 9w et
TS W YEa W Afe-
o qamm: yrEEmEAN
(1,102,1)

The word is made up of the prefix (‘ut’ (meaning
up, above), the root ‘si’ (to produce, to emanate, to
draw out) and the grammatical ending ‘ach’. The word
‘sava’ means a sacrifice, a celebration, an occurrence
of importance; the prefix suggests its excellence or
extraordianary character. The lexicon defines the world
‘utsava’ as whatever is calculated to produce happiness
(niyatahladajanaka-vyapara). Among its synonyms is
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‘mahah’ which signifies the ‘signifies the ‘swelling’ of
the emotions of joy and merriment.

The Agamas prescribe that ‘utsava’ is a necessary
observance in a temple. Even While the temple is being
consecrated or an icon installed, utsava should be
performed as the concluding rite. ‘Without it, consecra-
tion would be futile’ says Hayasirsa-sambhita (36,5)

e far wowe Freed wEd

For the utsava is meant to secure the delight of the
gods and the welfare of the people. Its origin is traced
to the celebration among gods when Indra killed the
dragon-demon Vrtra, and brought happiness to all the
gods and human beings (Pidma-sarhhita ‘devoir eva
pura vrtravadhe’ 10,5). It destroys all obstacles (I§vara-
sarnhita, ‘vighna udgatah savah yasmat’), and produces
happiness (Sri-prasna-sarhita, 31,8 ‘ut-site harsam
iti’). It brings about peace and nourishment for all the
people (Samilrtircana, 4,4. ‘Sarva-lokanam $anti-pust i-
karam’).

In the context of a temple, it corresponds with the
Vedic rite of an elaborate sacrifice. So we read in Atri-

samhita:
WEl AF: WHEAT: HEawigred: |
SEEl q: W gAHIgEavatd  sredil

and also in Bhrgu-sambhita:
Sfegpreaad war a7 IqEA:|
TR ATAGEd:  TRATS I

Similarly in Purusottama-samhita (32, 2) :
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SR aws war aafafa wgam)
IFE: WAl TJEgEa:  aiEerdi
Some texts take ‘sava’ in the sense of welfare and
happiness, and explain utsava, as whatever brings about
sava. Ajitagama (27,1) for instance, says:

A HeAUHGh A sqq@agl
IHAE WAl TG ISl

The word ‘sava’ is taken as ‘creation’, ‘production’
(from the root ‘sti’ and hence utsava is that which causes
creation or emanation. (Pirva-karanagama).

wa s gfe: agearsgTea)
IEAgiERRedagEd  &igar 74Tl

There is also a variant meaning of ‘sava’, viz.
unhappiness or misery of transmigratory ex1stence:
utsava is that which makes us get over it.

Padma-samhita (carya, 10) says :

Ta: WiAehg: @i agwied)

and we read in Aniruddha-samhita (20,1) :
Haraene fafg scawfaeades:|

The same meaning is found in Vasista-samhita (12):
WAl §W AR warsRe SeEa:|
SR AR WAl AT TG SN

Uttarakaranagama (4,1) has another interpretation of
the word utsava : wisdom or noesis which secures all
welfare, material as well as spiritual :
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SO FHHE HaeheaTITeh |
armaerfafa 39 aqfdafata @@

The numerous benefits of conducting an utsava are
enumerated in the Agama texts: It makes for all-round
peace; it is a meritorious act, and secures fulfillment of
all desires; it destroys the sins accumulated in previous
births and brings happiness in all our enterprises. It
contributes to the welfare of the king and the kingdom.
Whoever sponsors an utsava will prolong his life-span,
obtain celebrity and secure the continuance of his
lineage. All prosperty is achieved; and conditions of
famine and drought are eliminated. The rulers will
succeed in all of their enterprises; victory is assured to
them. Wealth will grow, when the gods are pleased. The
utsava will please all the gods and will also purify them.
All the tour values of life (dharma, artha, kdma and
moksa) are alike accomplished through the conduct of
an utsava.

YT qud gai s weveH)
TEUTIEs qUd HelehH g uTaEd|
TSR fageead sitme AciaasauT|l

(Visvaksena-samhita, 27,1)

(Purva-karana, 141, 7 and 8)

39 TARAYl ¥ WO WE W T IGuhe ASRp
JrereEl SRl

(Vimanarcana-kalpa)
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T wawT qfasieona =l
(I$vara-samhita, 11, 275)

USRI T o < aareaesl
gfigrgfamrte armon g aw)
gHifRIATEU qEaTeuE YT

' (Purusottama-samhita, 23, 6 and 7)

AT ..., g .. U i
AEUT A HeAUHSTATTEH

(Padma-samhita, carya, 10, 4 and 5)

The utsava among human beings was said to be
instituted on the model of the utsava that was conducted
by the jubilant gods head by indra when they achieved
victory in their fight with the demon of drought, Vrtra.
The sin of having killed him had also to be expiated;
and gratitude for Visnu for having helped them to be

victories had also to be pressed. We read in Padma-
samhita (carya-pada, 10, 5):

Fafa qu gAad aamgad
Ty fefaew wmfiva & s
Hayasirsa-samhita (Samkarsana-Kanda) insists that
the utsavas inaugurated by the gods must necessarily be

conducted by human beings according to their capacity,
for it makes for the presence of Visnu:

oo Qafafed fawrmfassren)
JAVIH ..., TEYTfeRAa: ||
(36, 1 and 2)
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It also avers that the consecration of the temple and
~ installation of the deity will be fruitless, if the utsava
is not conducted:
IHaT fomr o Ferd W@
(ibid., 5)
And the non-performance of the utsavas will spell
danger and ruin for the kingdom, and destruction of all

property:
TAfgT TSI HE Haq AaUgahrur|
(ibid, 15)
The utsava will bring luck and happiness to all the

people, who dwell in that area, and who participate in
the celebrations.

HeeleRT yFagfea
(Samiirtarcna-candrika, 4, 4)

ok ok

()

Utsava in the Vaisnava agamas is generally grouped
under three heads: nitya, naimittika and kamya (sce
Padma-sambhita, carya, 10, 7; Isvara-samhita, 10, 11; Sri
Prasna-sambhita, 31, 9; Purusottama-samhita 23, 6; VJ_SIJU"
tattva-samhita, 16, Paramesvana-samhita 16, 3; and
Aniruddha-samhita, 17, 15)

(1) The ‘nitya’ variety of utsava is obligatory; it must
be performed on the prescribed days during the year,
according to the lunar day (tithi), the fortnight (paksa)
and the month (masa) previously fixed as auspicious:
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o o fafomery faga =m=m g2
HicqarayaeTm: Afaa: gdead: ||
a9 98 Fa gud Meauaaaardil

(2) The ‘naimittika’ variety of utsava is to be
performed when it is indicated by an occasion that calls
for celebration, expiration or prevention of an evil
(‘nimitte sati Kalpitah’ Aniruddha-samhita, 29, 1). The
occasions might be famine, drought, thunderbolt, fall of
a meteor or a star, eclipse, sight of a rainbow in the
night, the crumbling down of a tower or a pavilion, the
damage done to an image in worship, the destruction
of the sacred tree within the premises of the temple, the
appearance of stars during day-time, earth-quake, ap-
pearance of a second sun, plague and pestilence, un-
precedented torrential rains, attack of the kingdom by
an enemy, accidental fires, strong colours in the clouds
and queer circumstances like the icon in worship laugh-
ing, crying, moving about or falling off its seat:

e o ghis wewara agr fafm
TV IO TEHTE gei
' AT R HER qe
TEY TeM UE UG Ua |
TQUATHEA AU & HE|
W qT YA iy L0
frara Srergere of, Saerey, STgHevi,
TaTfegyie 9k, s, gafiaaee g,
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R,

sfghe, emfingt, T
HRTOTT e o a9, mwé@r CLlc)

YT, ITeheaI~aTas ...

(Padma-sambhita, caryé, 20, 9, 18, and
Aniruddha-samhita, 20, 2-9)

w,mﬂ,m,wﬁ,W@,

IFHERS, IFGRT, TYAIA, T IvrgEa,

T TE Al A =i, Tt =refe = ST

e qereRetd ATl
(Paramesvara-samhita, 19, 5-17)

The naimittika-utsava is meant as as a pacificatory
ritual to ward off the evil portents and to placate the
deities that have been offended due to some reason. The
festival of this nature must not be resorted to when there
is no occasion for it.

(3) The ‘kamya’ variety of utsava may be sponsored
by any individual devotee or the ruler of the land in
order to get any of his desires fulfilled: the desires may
pertain to one of the four goals of human existence :
dharma (virtuous conduct), artha (material prosperity),
kdma (normal human pleasures and satisfactions) and
moksa (ultimate liberation from the cycle of existence)
(caturnam purusarthanam uddisya’, ‘samkalpita-phala-
pradah’) (see Naradiya-sambhita, 18, 6; Padma-sambhita,
carya, 1; ISvara-samhiti, 10, 8; Aniruddha-sambhita, 20,
10 and Paramesvara-sambhita, 16, 7 and 8).

The Vaikhanasa texts speak of these three varieties
as nitya (or kala), santi (or nimitta) and $raddha. We
read in Marici’s Vimanarcanakalpa:
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Frfae Seaat fredieaa: vwgeee: stgiead
gl
(%) grevEASTarAssE ufd qerrel Fied Gehew
7: forma w e

(?) wauEgHgetaTrdeTayHyT=ay Hehea:
T: Thaq W yIega: |

(3) orgr fom o g aar o v foeaa
| Agrar TEl

It is paraphrased in another text thus:
TTASTGITHTTG] Searreiaer: SJat:|
g A s g ad af e wfa ugn
foraa v ¥9 g Wit wam)

A5 frad o W oEe S=a IR

WUy agrsTghewiay)
foraa e vad W Tafasieaa: |9 we

The utsava of any variety may be celebrated for a
single day or for several days, usually not exceeding
nine. The number of days allowed in scriptures for the
conduct of an utsava is always odd: one, three five,
seven, or nine. It is usual to enumerate five kinds of
utsavas with regard to their duration.

(i) ‘ekaha’ for a single day, called Santika or Mangala.
Purva-karana (141, 2-3) and Ajtagama (27, 21-23) call
it Saiva, and Candra-jfidna (21) identifies it as Sambhava
and I$vara-samhita (13) calls it Brahma. This utsava is
calculated to be auspicious and to bring about peace.
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(ii) ‘tryaha’, for three days, called Paustika. Piirva-
karana calls it sattvika, Ajitagama gauna and Candra-
jiiana Mauktika and I$vara-samhita Saiva. This utsava
when conducted has the value of nourishing the
people.

(iii) ‘paficaha’, for five days, called Bhautika
(Ajitagama) or Jayada. According to Pirva-karana. it is
Parthiva, while Candra-jfiana calls it Brahma and I$vara-
samhita Aindra. The utsava will secured victory and
success in all undertakings.

(iv) ‘saptaha’, for seven days called Dhanada or
Abhyudaya; it is also called Srikara (Pirva-karana),
Bhauvana (Ajitigama) or Arsa (Candra-jiiana and Isvara-
samhitd). The utsava brings about wealth and prosper-
1ty.

(v) ‘sdrva-kamika’ for nine days, called also Saukhya
(Pirva-karana) Daivika (Ajitigama) Sakta (Candra-
jiana) and Vaisnava (Isavara- sambhita).

While this is the general practice, the texts recognize
utsavas for longer periods also. Pirva-karana speaks of
a twelve-day utsava (dvadasdha), called Paitrka;
Ajitagama prescribes a thirteen-day utsava called
Kaumara, a fourteen-days utsava called Savitrya, and -
a fifteen-day utsava called Candra.

However, some texts suggest an upper limit of
twenty-one days. Naradiya-samhita (18, 93), for in-
stance, lays down:

But Hayasirsa-samhita (36, 4) prohibits an utsava
that is prolonged beyond twelve days:

R UseE a1 AwReEmarty |
T GIEIRTE AT I FE T wrAq
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Thus, we have six kinds of utsavas in Purva-karana
(chap. 141), seven kinds in Candra-jfiana (Patala 21),
and nine kinds in Diptagama (chap. 83 and Ajitagama
(27). The Vaikhanasa texts also recognize nine kinds of
ustsavas and arrange them in a scale of merit.

TR ATHHH|
Uoelle  STURTIHY|
FTHEAH AT

According Uttara-karana (24, 50-51), however, we
have this arrangement:

Saura, Savitrya and Candra: Uttama (of superior
merit)

Kaumara, Daivika and Bhauvana: Madhyama (of
middling merit)

In the five varieties mentioned above, the last two
(the festivals seven and nine days) are considered
superior, the first (the festival of single day) inferior,
and the other two (the festivals of three and five days)
of middling merit. Diptagama (83) considers the first
three (ekaha, tryaha and paficaha) as inferior (kanyasa)
and the last two (saptaha and navdha) as of middling
merit (madhyama); the superior (uttama) varieties,
according to this text, are the festivals conducted for
thirteen, fourteen and fifteen days (viz. Kaumara,
Savitrya and Candra of Ajitagama). The twelve- day
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festival (Saura or Paitrka) is included under the mid-
dling variety.

According to Narayana-samhitd (44), among the
five varieties of utsava, the first one (brdhma) pleases
Brahma (brahma-priti-phalam) the second one Siva, the
thrid one Indra, the fourth one Laksmi and the fifth one
Visnu. I$vara-samhitd (13, 95-96) describes the first
variety of utsava (ekdha) as securing the welfare of the
three upper castes (trai-varnika-ksema), the second
variety (tryaha) as having the value of eliminating all
diseases (roga-nasa), the third variety (paficaha) as
preventing drought and famine (durbhiksa-nasa), the
fourth (saptaha) as securing the prosperity of the King-
dom (rajya-vibhava), and the fifth (navaha) as achieving
the welfare and protection of all the people (sarva-
raksartha), by providing material prosperity as well as
spiritual benefits (bhukti-mukti-phala-prada). Therefore,
the texts prescribe the nine-day festival as the best:

LRRIERE IR LR S G (
(Sri-praéna-samhita 31, 15.)

3k ok

3)

The sequences in an utsava are also specified in texts
in accordance with the days of festival. Some texts
enumerate fifteen of such sequences (paficottara-
dasanga). as follows (Visvaksena-samhita 27, 12-16):

1. Ankurarpanam: ceremonial sowing of seeds

to mark the beginning of
the festival.

2. Patakarohanam:  hoisting of the temple-

banner.
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12,

13.

14.
15.

S v oL

. Suddha-sninam:

Sthapana:

Ankurotsava:
Homa:

. Bhusana:
. Bali:

Mahotsava:
Tirthadhivasa:

Tirtha-snana:
Snapana:

Puspa-yaga:

Daksina-sampradana:
Dhvajavarohana:

Utsava ¢ 13

purificatory bath by the
priests and other participants
in the festival.

preliminary rites of installa-
tion and consecration
festival of collecting sprouts.
fire-ritual.

decorations and processions.
food-offerings.

the festival proper.
ceremonial visit to the sa-
cred tank or river.

ritual bath for the deities,
and also for the participants.
water consecration for the
main deity.

covering the deity with flow-
ers accompanied by Vedic
recitals.

honouring the priests.
bringing the banner down,
signifying the completion of
the festival.

More usually, however, ten sequences (da$anga)
figure prominently in a nine-day (sarva-kamika) festi-
val. In Rauravagama (kriya, 13) they are numerated as
follows:

1. dhvajankura (the ceremonial sowing of the grain-
seeds)
2. dhvajaroha (the hoisting of the flag)

3. bherika-ghosa (beating of the big drum)
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4. yagadhivasa (the sacrificial sequence)

5. homa (the fire-ritual)

7. clirnotsava (procession to the river)

8. tirtha (-snana) (ceremonial bath for the ditties)

9. candesa-yaga.(honouring Candikesvara, the atten-
dant of Siva) (in Saiva-temples)

10. $uddha-snana (the purificatory bath, marking the
completion of the festival)

In the seven-day festival (dhanada) there are eight
sequences (astanga):
dhvajankura
dhvajaroha
yagankura
yaga
. bheri-tadana
. bali-dana
. curnotsava, and
. tirtha-snana

oL R W~

In the five-day festival (jayada), the sequence are
seven in number (saptanga):
dhvajankura
dhvaja
tirthankura
yaga
curnotsava
tirtha, and
snapana

e lioalh F ST 2l o

In the three-day and one-day festivals, the hoisting
of the flag (the first two sequences in the above

enumeration) is avoided.
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&R o He U9 SA9RH T wRA
(Anirudha-sambhita, 20, 13 and
Padma- sambhita, carya, 10, 22)

nfeh diftseh ¥ sqwmigor fawmam
s freds arf s9E A qu:)
gg HIfHeh od WEavd WIE il

(Rauravagama, 18)

Karanagama (24, 424-425) prescribes that the utasava

may be conducted in four different ways:
A" e I AeT o Tgfaem|

The ‘sakalya’ is the observance of all the sequences
from the hoisting of the flag till the ceremonial bath
(dhvajarohadi tirthantam). In the ‘pavana’ procedure the
hoisting of the flag is omitted and all other sequences
are gone through (‘sesam ca plrva- vat kritva
patakaropanam vina’). In the ‘santika’ procedure, the
festival is only for a single day and therefore many of
the sequences are necessarily eliminated. In the morn-
ing fire-ritual takes place and food offerings are made
at noon: the percussions are taken out in the evening
(‘hutva homam balim caiva plrvayame dviyamake
sayahne ca utsavam kuryat’). The last alternative,
‘mangalya’ is when the priest or the patron performs
elaborate worship in the morning; and that is all that
the festival involves (‘yajamanecaya kuryat pratahkale
sivotsavam’). It is a festival that is completed in the first
half of the day.

The most inportant feature of utsava is the excite-
ment and activity. A large group of devotee collect; they
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would dress in their best and gather in the temple with
eagerness in their hearts. Flowers, garlands, music,
processions and rituals figure prominently.

AU R ga v e

UGS A9 wiqed Wad)

aar fav: wde: arasrdiematin
(ISvara-sambhita 11, 315-316)

The utsava is said to commence in one of three
ways:

1) By ankurarpana, or the ceremonial sowing of the
assorted grain-seeds.

2) By bheri-tadana, beating the big-drum, or

3) By dhvajarohana or hoisting the flag.

The texts declare that when the utsava commences
with ankurarpana, it is conductive to the welfare of all
people (‘sarvesam mokhsada, ‘sarva- sampat-
samrddhida); when it begins with bheri-tadana the gods
are pleased (‘devanam priyavaham’) and the fesival
bestows heavenly pleasures (“svarga-bhoga-phala’); and
when the festival begins with dhvajarohana, the welfare
of the kingdom and the ruler is assured (‘raja-rastra-
sukha) and the happiness of a] living beings is achieved
(‘sarva-prani-sukhavaha’) (cf Paramesvara-sambhita, 16,
30 and puarva-karapa, 141, 3 and 4; also Naradiya-
samhita, 18, 7-8).

When the temple utsava in a locality village or town
begins with the hoisting of the flag, no domestic
celebrations like marriage, tonsure or investitures are
permitted until the utsava concludes in that area.
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I AT ESRIgUTgddh|
Yaiid SaEm Tiee g wiesdn
Padma-samhita, (carya, 10, 42)
forar ageer W wmEr e
TRYAUTHIE ooy ar  Jaqll
(Ibid, 11, 167)
The texts also prescribe that the people who gather
for the festival hailing from outside the village or town
must be taken care of; they must be provided with food,

water and shelters by the residents of the locality or it

is the responsibility of the person or persons who
sponsor the festival.

Padma-samhita, (carya, 11,8)

If the people who come from outside to participate
in the festival fall ill, proper medication and care must
be provided for them.

Tmarae e rastgaavT: i
(Ibid.,)

Those who arrange for proper attention of the
crowds of devotees that collect are extolled in the
agama texts:

TRAY FaH AIe:  TerTal
qEE T8 G Aeerul waqll
(ibid. 11, 255)
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For the utsava is more meritorious than Vedic
sacrifices: in fact, the conduct of a single utsava is
tantamount to the performance of thousand horse-
sacrifices!

TINGHEHUT q9q q:  WHTRE: |

Commencement of the utsava with the hoisting of
the ritual banner is considered as most proper (mukhya-
kalpa). The day meant for this sequence if previously
determined by the temple-astrologers and administra-
tors. But this is done with reference to the ‘tirtha’, the
day and time when the concluding bath (tirtha) is to
performed; the day for flag-hoisting is calculated back-
wards and fixed.

Tt faffyerer gaiwfafmr @=)
(Purva-karana, 141)
Fifver didfged ammed Twds)
(Purusottama-tantra, 23)
The flag in the nine-day festival (navaha) is hoisted
twenty-one days prior to the day fixed for ‘tirtha’ (viz.

the concluding sequence) and the utsava is said to have
begun on the day when the flag is hoisted:

drefamn fereaten, wmwfEwtan fan

ETERIEU FAGaTd  Tewa: |l

TR SATRIgUTAT=R
(Naradiya-samhita, 18, 17 and 20)
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Twfavifa fer waiwaE st
(wHiTfeTgeTeTeyteRsfy am

qgHE AT F[AE WEHGH AT )
(Aniruddha-samhita, 20, 18 and 20)

The flag is hoisted in honour of Indra and Garuda;
and also of all the gods:

TigTehady TR IgURa|

The time when the flag is to be hoisted is also
prescribed in the texts. If the person who sponsors the
festival is a brahmana, then the flag is to be hoisted in
the morning (pratar eva dhvajarohanm). It however, he
belongs to the ksatriya caste noon is the time suitable
for this purpose (madhyahne). In case of the sponsor
being a vaiSya or a $udra, then eventide is to be
preferred (sayanhe). When there are many patrons and
sponsors, the flag is to be hoisted before noon.

REEUEEL RS RIR CIEE LBl

If it is a one-day festival, the beginning is made by
bheri-tadana. The big drum is sounded, not only to
announce to the people that the festival has begun, but
also to invite the gods to gather at the shrine.

THEARAGTA SareTgea)

(Ajitagama, 27, 23.)

The beating of the drum is to be done by the
members of a particular community attached to the
temple; it is done by a stick (kona). The agama texts
also prescribe that the drum is to be beaten thrice; first
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time while reciting the hymn ‘tad-visnoh’, the second
time while reciting another hymn ‘brahmajajfiana’, and
the third time with the hymn ‘kadrudraya’. The beating
of the drum thrice is meant to invite the gods of the three
realms (earth, midregion and heavens). The texts also
insist that the drum is to be beaten three times with the
left hand, and then with the right hand as many times
as one desires.

HUT ATSIHfaAd S|
afgonfifa w=or god At
qeREE=T fgdE arsem)
wHEgEAta WA g arsH
Preornifey Tarn frer & a9 w@r=dal
q@: URyTEE g 9] SHegRanl
UqH aMEA Trer wres wae)
42 1 I P G I | o s o

(I$vara-samhita, 31, 33)

qd: URYTAHE ArSdT ag=sdnl

(Paramesvara-samhita, 16, 479)

The texts also provide for the recitation of invocator
hymns is Samskrit or Prakrit (local dialects) and for
dance and songs:

(ibid. 16, 480)
'T.he utsava necessarily involves the preliminary
hoisting of the flag (dhvaja) (utsavam dhvaja-sthapana-
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purvakam) except when the utsava is for the duration
of a single day or for three days.

THR ¥ FR U9 @weH T wrEl
(Padma-sambhita, 10, 22)

The flag is not hoisted when the utsava is meant for
the purpose of pacification or nourishment (‘santike
paustike na dhvajarohana-kriya’). For purposes of vic-
tory (jayada), an option is given: the utsava may or may
not presuppose the hoisting of the flag. However, the
utsavas meant for prosperity or fulfillment of desires
must necessarily follow flag-hoisting:

Qe fredsl aft soE wRAg 94
ge wHIHeh o9 WEyd We sastieharn|
(Rauravagama, 18)

For the flag, a new piece of cloth is to be used
(‘abhinavam vastram’); and its length must be equal to
the height of the door of the sanctum (“prasada-dvara-
matram’) or to the height of the main icon in the
sanctum (miila-bimba-samam) or five ‘hastas’ in length
(pafica-hastayatam). The flag is to be decorated and
painted tastefully (‘yatha-Sobham yatha-ruci). In the
Vaisnava temples, the figure of Garuda is painting on
the flag.

The flag is generally brought to the yaga-$ala of the
temple night previous of the day fixed for the com-
mencement of the utsava, and consecrated with some
rites like aksi-mocana, prana-pratisthd etc. Then it is
fixed on a pedestal constructed with paddy-grains (§3li-
tandula-nirmita) in front of the vimana (viz. sanctum)
or to the south of it. Hymns are recited (svasti-Vacana)
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and ceremonial pot filled with water (purna-kumbha) is
placed on the southern side of the flag. The deity of the
flag is invoked in it. Santi-homa is performed and
adhivasas are offered. The following morning begins
with the ceremonial sprinkling (samproksana) of flag,
which is then set up.

The ritual of sprout-offering (ankurarpana) is also
an important procedure, conducted at the beginning of
the utsava. On the morning (purvahna) of the day fixed
for the beginning of the festival, the processional image
(utsava-bera) is given a ceremonial bath (snapana); and
in an elaborate ceremony earth is collected form river-
beds, mountains and gardens (mrt-sangrahana), and
carried on the heads of priest in a colourful procession
round the village (grama-pradaksind). In front of the
deity, a mandala (with coding, flour, powders etc.) of
sixty-four cells is drawn, and tastefully decorated

Earthern platters (saravas) containing several kinds
of grains like rice (vrihi) kidney-bean (mudga), gingelly
(tila), millet (Syamaka), tail-pepper (priyangu), black-
gram (masa), dolichos unfurls (kulattha), mustard
(sarsapa), cassia taro (Simba) and nispava are laid out.
The grains are washed in milk and duly worshipped.
Then leathern containers called palikas are filled with
mud and the grain seeds are sown in them reciting Vedic
hymns. The palikas are then covered with fresh cloth.
The evil spirits in the eight directions are offered food
(krara-bali). The ankura- aropana ritual is required in
the texts to be conducted during nights, for the moon
if said to be the lord of the plant-world (osadhisa).

On the days of the festival it is usual for the

processional deity to be carried round the village on
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several richly and elaborately decorated ‘vehicles’
(vahanas) and in a procession accompanied by music,
dance, Vedic chanting and popular items of entertain-
ment. This is a particularly noticeable during the major
anual festival in the temple called Brahmotasva.

Even this utsava is said to be of five types: (1)
brahma (one-day) for increase of spiritual merit (brahma-
tejo-vrddhi), (2) saiva (three-days) for destruction of
obstacles (vighna-nasana), (3) aindra (five-days) for
elimination of drought and famine (durbhiksa-nasartha),
(4) arsa (seven-days) for prosperity of the kingdom
(rajya-vardhaka, laksmi-priti-kara), and (5) daivika (nine-
days) for protection and welfare of all people (sarva-
raksa-kara, rajya-sukhavaha).

There is also a classification of brahmotsava into
three types: sattvika (nine-days), rajasa (seven days)
and tamasa (five-days). While nine-day brahmotsava is
common, there are brahmotsavas which extend upto
fifteen days. On each of the days of brahmotsava, a
vahana-utsava is prescribed to be taken out. However,
texts are not uniform in their prescriptions.

Parama-purusa-samhita recommends brahmotsava
of twelve and prescribes Hamsa and Ravi-mandala as
Vahanas for the eleventh and twelth days. Narayana-
samhita allows Meru-vahana to be taken out on the
eleventh day, (viz. the day after Rathotsava). Garuda-
samhita speaks of brahmotsava which continues for
fifteen days: it prescribes A$va, Hamsa, Andolika,
Kalpa-vrksa and Puspaka Vimana as to Vahanas for the
eleventh day onwards.

The most important event in brahmotsava is the
ratha (Brahma- ratha); the deity if placed in an elabo-
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rately, colorfully and richly decorated wooden chariot,
drawn by crowds of people. This generally marks the
conclusion of the festival, although some véhanas (like
Aéva, Hamsa and Sibikd) may be taken out on the
subsequent days.

fewrrafaesnt arft em< T @um
— : . ;
T4 WETHETEEN SR Saad|
WYH TUARE Al WahtTdanl
Ud WEeyl Witk gy agrhaeil
(Narayana- samhita, 40)
The above account refers to the prescriptions of
Vahanas in Vaisnava texts. The Saiva temples have

most of these vahanas, but have other vahanas like
Vrsabha, Kailasa, Bhiita and Ravana.
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Vidyalankara, Sastra.(jhudamirli
Sangita-Kalaratna, Professor Saligram,
Krishna Ramachandra Rao, isa well-known
scholar who combines traditional learnin
with modern research.  Well verseq i
Sanskrit, Pali, Ardhmagadhi and severa]
modern Indian languages and acquainteq
with Tibetan and some European laﬂguages
he has written extensively on Vedang,
Buddhism, Janism, Indian Culture, Ar;
and Literature.

In his professional career, however, he
was a Professor of Psychology. He pa
headed the ‘Department of Clinjcg]
Psychology in the National Instityte of
Mental  Health and Neuroscience's,
Bangalore and the Department of Indian
Culture in the Collision College Study
Center of the University of the Pacific
(U.S.A.) He was the senior associate of
National . Institute of Advanced Studies
(Indian Institute of Science), Bangalore,
and Guest Faculty, Indian Institute of
Management, Bangalore and member of the
Governing  Council of TTD (SvCL
Research Center), Tirupati. He has been
member of Kamataka State Lalitha Kala
Academy and Sangita Nritya Academy and
Sangita Nritya Academy; he has served on
the Agama Board (Govt. of Karnataka). He
is President of Silpa-Kala Pratisthana. The
Govt. of Kamataka has honored him with
the 1986 Rajyotsava Award. He has
received awards from Lalita-Kala Academy
and Sangita Nritya Academy. He has been
Awarded the Veda-Sanman for the year
2000 by the Govt. of India (Ministry of
HRD, Sandipani Mahavidhyalaya, Ujjain).
He has written more than Sixty Books in
Kannada, a Play in Sanskrit, and a Palj
Commentary on a Buddhist classic. One of
his books on Iconography in Kannada has
won the State Sahitya Academy Award, as

also another of his Book on the Tirupati
Temple.
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