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PREFACE

Kalpatharu Research Academy has created a landmark in the field of indological
publication since its inception in 1981. It has brought out more than ninety
volumes, which have been hailed as valuable contributions towards preserving our
ancient heritage. Here is an old Kannada work authored by the Maharaja of
Mysore, Krishnaraja Wodeyar III, and illustrated by the artists of his court. The
work has been edited by Prof. S.K. Ramachandra Rao with translation of the text
into English and the original paintings have been reproduced. We hope it will be

widely received by the discerning readers.

The Academy is indebted to its Chief Patron, His Holiness Jagadguru Sri Sri Sri
Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamigalu of Sri Sringeri Sharada Peetham, who is the Chief
Patron of the Academy, and its Chairman Shri V.R. Gowrishankar, who is the
Chief Administrator of the Sri Sringeri Sharada Peetham. We are grateful to
Vidyalankara, Sastra-Chudamani, Sangita-Kalaratna, Vidyavachaspati Prof. S.K.

Ramachandra Rao, for having prepared this publication.

We acknowledge the assistance received from the Ministry of Human Resources
Development, Govt. of India, New Delhi and the Authorities of Ministry of
Education, Govt. of Karnataka and we thank M/s. Omkar Offset Printers for the

neat and prompt execution of this volume.

Bangalore DAIVAJNA K.N. SOMAYAJI
Sri Chitrabhanu Samvat CHIEF EDITOR AND DIRECTOR
Makara Sankranti KALPATHARU RESEARCH ACADEMY

Date : 14th January 2003
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Vedanta, Yoga and Ayurveda
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Propagation of Vedic Phonetics
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INTRODUCTION

The erstwhile Maharaja of Mysore, Sri Krishnaraja Wodeyar III, was a
prolific writer. His Sri Tattva Nidhi is a celebrated work, encyclopedic in
charater and profusely illustrated. Here is another work from his pen,
Devata-Dhyana-Malika, which is a compilation of descriptive verses in
Sanskrit of several Indian gods in popular worship. The text has been amply
illustrated by fine paintings, executed by the artists adorning the Mabharaja’s
court. The verses as well as the visualizations are meant to help in
contemplation these deities. The text as well as the paintings are here

reproduced.

The text bears the title ‘Devata-dhyana-mala, but elsewhere, in the list of
his works, it is called ‘Devata-dhyana-malika’. This name has been retained

here.

I am indebted as usual to the Chief Editor of the Academy, Sri Daivajna
K.N. Somayaji for taking up this work for publication. T am also grateful
to the Chief Patron of the Academy His Holiness the Jagadguru of Sringeri,
Sri Sri Sri Bharathi Tirtha Swamigal and to the Chairman of the Academy
Shri V.R. Gowrishankar, the chief Administrator of the Sringeri Sharada
Peetham. I acknowledge the courtesy of the Omkar Offset Printers
especially Shri Venkatesh Babu and Shri Nagendra during the printing of

this volume.

S.K. RAMACHANDRA RAO
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DEVATA-DHYANA-MALIKA
OF

KRISHNA-RAJA
INTRODUCTION

Devata-Dhyana-Malika (“‘Garland of contemplative verses on
deities”’) is a work in which occur iconographic descriptions of sixty gods
and goddesses commonly worshipped in the country. There are in this
Sanskrit work 236 verses ($lokas), mostly taken from puranas like
Nrsimha-prasada and Skanda, which contain details of the forms, heads,
hands, weapons held in the multiple hands, postures, ornaments and the
legendary backgrounds of the different deities. Each of the deities is also
illustrated by paintings, executed by the court-artists of the king, who was

the author of this work.

The King, Krishnaraja Wodeyar IIl (1794-1868) of Mysore, continued
the tradition of patronizing art and letters. He was the most illustrious
among the rulers of the erstwhile state of Mysore (now included in
Karnataka) who supported and honoured literary and artistic excellence.
Born in 1794 as the son of the King of Mysore, Khasa-Chamaraja Wodeyar
(1774-1796) and his bride Kempa-narijammanni, he was duly installed as
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the monarch when he was a lad of but two years. His father was the adopted
son of Lakshmammanni (1742-1810), who now began to rule as the
Queen-regent on behalf of the boy. The administration was carried on by
the efficient Dewan, Purnayya. On the death of Purnayya in 1812,
Krishnaragja Wodeyar, who was now eighteen years of age, assumed the

charge of administration.

Unfortunately, however, there were severe droughts in the state
during 1816-1817 and 1823-1924, and the state’s economy was in
shambles. There were consequently riots in some parts of the state in 1830.
The British took over the administration of the state into their own hands;
they appointed a Commission which ruled the state from 1831 till 1868.
The Maharaja fought for the restitution of the administration to the royal
family of Mysore for thirty-seven years; and his adopted son Chamaréja
Wodeyar (who was seventeen year old) became the Maharaja in 1868,

the year when Krishnardja Wodeyar died, and began to administer the state.

When Krishnaragja Wodeyar was dispossessed of his political power
in 1831, he was only thirty-six. He was accorded a royal recompense of
Rupees three lakhs and a half per year by the British Commission. The
Maharaja utilized this money to patronize art and letters. He was himself
a poet of no mean merit; and was proficient in Sanskrit, Kannada, Marathi
and Persian. Among scholars and authors who adorned his court were
Tirupati  Balacharya  (Tarka-sastra), Kasinatha-sastri ~ (Vyakarana),
Rajesvara-$astri  (Mantra-sastra), Tengale Sudar$anacharya (Alankara-

§astra), Sajjayacharya (Vedanta), Vishnupadacharya (Vedanta), Kunigal
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Rama-$astri (author of several works in Sanskrit), Sosale Garalapuri-$astri
(also author), Kempu-Narayana (author of the celebrated Kannada classic
Mudra-manjiasha), Devachandra (author of Ramakathavatara, Jaina version
of Ramayana, and Rajavali-Kathe), Basavappa-$astri (poet), Aliya-Lingaraja
(poet and composer). Veena Venkatasubbiah, a Veena player of repute
from Tanjore, was brought to the state by Dewan Purnayya, and became
a confidant of the Maharaja. He had a role in the mismanagement in
administration which resulted in the British Commission stepping in and

taking over the political power.

The Maharaja wrote as many fifty nine works in Kannada. His Vatsa-
rgja-Kathe in prose (redaction of the play Ratnavali), Saugandhika-parinaya
(in Bhamini-Shatpadi mixed with prose), and several mahatmyas (like Arka-
pushkarini and Akhanda-Kaveri) are well-known. He translated Kalidasa’s
Sakuntala, Vikramorvasiva and Malavikagni-mitra into Kannada, he also
wrote for children the stories of Paschatantra (called Bala-hitartha). Among
his  Sanskrit  works  Krshna-katha-pushpa-manjari,  Ramayana-katha-
pushpa-mamnjari, Chamunda-mangala-malika and Krshpa-katha-samgraha

stand out.

The most celebrated among his works was Sri-tattva-nidhi, a
compilation from several puranas and Smrti texts, which is a veritable
encyclopaedia of religious subjects, music, astrology and indoor games.
It is in nine books (called nidhis), and is a remarkable store-house of
precious information. This work is profusely illustrated (there are four

thousand paintings in one manuscript copy).



Devata-Dhyana-Malika

The Maharaja was interested in all forms of art: music, dance,
painting, sculpture, poetry. He gathered in his court brilliant artists of the
period: Javagallu Narasimhayya, Ellaya, Viranna, Alasingayya, Sundarayya,
Gurikara Tippanna, Tanjavaru Kondayya, Nelamangala Rangappa, Durgada
Krishnappa, Venkatasubbu and others. They were commissioned to
produce religious paintings, not only for the books that the Maharaja was
writing, but to decorate the walls of the palace, the mansions and religious

halls (bhajane-mandiras).

Several books authored by the Maharaja contain masterpieces of these
artists Sri—tartva—m'dhj, Svara-Chiadamani,  Sara-samgraha-bharata,
Saugandhika-parinaya and Sachitra-Ramdayana. The present work, Devati-
dhyana-malika also contains sixty five paintings, although the names of

the artists are not available.
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DEVATA-DHYANA-MALIKA

THE GARLAND OF
ICONOGRAPHIC VERSES PERTAINING TO
GODS AND GODDESSES
(Compiled by KRISHNA-RAJA MAHARAJA)

[This Garland of dhyana-$lokas relating to the devatas was compiled
and published by Krishna-raja, who has been the recipient of the munificent

mercy of the Goddess Chamunda.]

1. CHAMUNDA (with thirty-two hands)

(from Nrsimha-purana, Kalika-purana and the tantras)

The great goddess, Chamunda, who abides on the Mahabala hill (the
hill in Mysore, now known as Chamundi hill), is responsible for creation,
preservation and dissolution of the world; she is of the nature of primordial
energy; she is dark-blue in complexion, and has sun, moon and fire for
her three eyes. She is adorned by a flaming crown, embellished by moon.
Decorated by jewel-ornaments, she wears a garland of heads. Her eye-
brows are knit, and her mouth is terrible with fangs. She has thirty-two

arms, carrying a weapon in each of the hands: sword (called chandra-hasa),
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discus, dagger, weapon called $akti, mace, goad, weapon known as
bhréundi, knife, bludgeon, vajra, and the gesture of protection in her right
hands, club, conch, bow, lasso, hand-drum, barbed missile, hammer,
spear, short javelin, snake, saw, sharp-edgerd dagger, skull, mirror, stick

and the gesture of boon-bestowal in her left hands.

She is shown in the act of cutting off the head of the demon Mahisha
in the encounter and from the neck of buffalo, which has fallen low, the
angry demon has sprung out with a raised sword in his hand; the goddess
has struck him with her terrible dagger, and has held him by a lasso swung
round his neck. He vomits blood and his eyebrows and beard are red in
hue. The lion on which the goddess rides is seen eating him up. She
disperses the inebriated and cruel army of this demon by the mere

articulation of ‘Hum’.

She also kills the demons Rakta-bija, Chanda, Munda and others. Her
mouth is pale-red with chewing of the betel-leaves and her countenance
is benign. She is the very personification of all energy, and is benevolent
towards her devotees. She is Maha-maya, protectress of the world, Durga
honoured by all the three worlds; surrounded by the hosts of yoginis, she
is being eulogized by all the sages and gods headed by Brahma. She is
the composite form of the three $aktis (Mahalakshmi, Mahakali and

Mahasarasvati).
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2.  MAHISHA-MARDINI (with eight arms)

She i1s Chamunda, dark in complexion, with eight arms, clad in golden-
hued garments, and adorned with celestial ornaments. She has three eyes,
burning bright. She is Durga, adored by all the gods, and of the nature
of all energy. She is the one who cuts off the heads of the demons Chanda
and Munda, and one who Kkills the buffalo monster Mahisha. She rides
on a lion; her crown is resplendent with the moon, and she wears round
her neck a garland of several heads. Her hands carry weapons like spear,
sword, conch and discus. She is the provider of victory; and she is

eulogized by the nine-lettered mantra.

3. JVALAJJIHVA

Three-eyed, Jvalajjihva (the goddess with the flaming tongue) is the
destroyer of the demon, Rakta-bija. She rides on a lion and is adorned
with a garland of several heads. She carries in her four hands weapons
like sword. She is red in complexion, and wears a serpent for her breast-

band. She is the fulfiller of all the desires of her devotees.

4. SRIKANTHESA

This deity presides over the pilgrim-centre near Mysore, Nafijangud
(called Gara-puri or Garal-puri in Sanskrit). The Maharaja was a great

patron of this shrine, which is situated between the two rivers Kapila and
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Kaundini. Not far from the shrine is a minor temple to Parasu-rama (Bhrgu-
rama), on the banks of the river Kaundini (locally known as Gundlu).
Parasu-rama is said to have got rid of his sin (of matricide) by washing

his axe in the waters of this river.

The deity Srikanthe$vara has a big temple, the original structure dating
back to the Chola period. The Maharaja contributed considerably to its
renovation and expansion. The temple has shrines also to Parvati, Skanda,
Ganeéa and Nardyana. The main cell houses a linga, adorned by the serpent
with seven hoods. The linga is said to be fond of being bathed in water
(abhisheka). And the temple has festivities all round the year (nityostava).
The float-festival (teppa in Kannada; plavotsava in Sanskrit) is held in grénd
style on the Manikarnika-ghatta of river Kapila. The deity is reputed to

have been in worship all through the four acons.

5. VENKATESVARA

The deity resides on Seshadri (the present Tirumalai-Tirupati). He is
said to have favoured Akasa-raja, and is said to be fond of being
worshipped with bilva-flowers. He is four arms, the two normal hands
assuming the posture of boon-bestowal (right) and holding the hip (left);
the two upper hands carry conch (left) and discus (right). He is dark-blue
in complexion, and wears the Kastri-mark on his forehead. On his head
is to be seen the crown of matted hair. He is adorned with flowers all

over his body (pulangi-seva), and has bejewelled ornaments. The shrine
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is on the banks of the pond known as Svami-pushkarini; the worship is
done according to Vaikhanasa-agama. Brahmotsava during Navaratri is an

important festival in this temple.

6. MAHAGANAPATI

The face of an elephant, the ears like winnow-baskets, four-armed,
with the trunk as the fifth, this deity is born out of the soil from Parvati’s
body. He has a huge body, with two aspects (elephantine and human) and
thirty-two forms. He dwells in the centre of the six angled figure. He carries
his hands lasso, goad, broken tusk and sweet-cake (modaka). His
complexion is that of sindira (red lead). He is called Heramba. He is the
son of Siva and the vanquisher of the moon’s arrogance. He is worshipped
before anything is done or resorted to. The fourth day of the lunar month
is dear to him. He eliminates all obstacles. He has serpent as his belly-
band, another serpent as his sacrificial cord. The moon adorns the crown

of head, and the deity is triple-eyed.

7. RAJA-RAJESVARI

Rajarajesvari dwells in the city of Sri-Chakra, embellised by twenty-
five $alas (courtyards); she is enthroned in the centre of the bindu-pitha,
surrounded by yoginis. She has four hands, carrying in them sugar-cane-
bow, flower-arrows, lasso and goad; she is red in hue, and wears the

crescent-moon on her head. Of the nature of primordial matter, she sprang
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up from the fire-bowl of consciousness. She is seated on the coach of
five passive deities (Brahma, Vishnu, Rudra and Sadasiva) and is fond of
the 16 - lettered mantra (Shodasi-vidya). She is eulogized by her twenty-
five names. She is the vanquisher of the demon, Bhandasura. She is seated

on the lap of Kames$vara.
8. SYAMALA-MANTRINI

Syamala, dark-blue in hue, rides on Geya-Chakra; she incorporates
in herself sixteen aspects of the Devi. She is represented as playing on
Veena and absorbed in music. She resides in the Kadamba grove. She
is two-armed and a parrot perches on her hand. She is the daughter of

sage Matanga.
9. VARAHI-DANDINI

Varahi, resides in the grove of golden palm and is a loyal attendant
of the Devi (Rajaraje$vari). She rides on Kiri-chakra, has a golden
complexion and is eight-armed, carrying various weapons like discus and
conch. She is eulogized in twelve names. She is the chief of the army of

Devi, and is surrounded by yoginis.
10. MAHAKALI

Mahakali has ten heads, ten arms, ten feet and three eyes (in each
head). She carries in her hands weapons like the sword called chandrahasa,

and she is out to destroy the world. She is blue-black in complexion like
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collyrium. She is the life-giving energy for Siva. She is pleased with the

dance performed by Gane$a in front of her.

11. MAHALAKSHMI

Mahalakshmi is red in body-complexion, and has eighteen hands,
carrying in them several weapons like sword and shield. She is splendidly
adorned, and she is engaged in maintaining the world, in killing the wicked
demons, and in protecting her devotees. She is the life-giving energy for
Vishnu.

12. MAHASARASVATI

Mahasarasvati is fair-complexioned, eight armed and engaged in the
act of creating the world. She carries in her hands various weapons like
spear. She wears white garments and garlands of white flowers. She is

the life-giving energy of Brahma, and is adored by all the gods.

13. YOGANIDRA

The lotus-eyed divinity, Yoga-nidra with an expression of being
absorbed in sleep, is neverthless the conquerer of all mankind. She has
two hands, carrying in them lasso and pitcher. Her complexion is that of
bright coral. She is recumbent upon a conch. She is Mahamaya, and
deludes even the gods led by Brahma and Indra. She is decorated with

bejewelled ornaments.
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14. VASYAMUKHI

Va$yamukhi, resplendent with fresh youthfullness and with a
complexion like that of red hibiscus, is two-armed, and wears on her head
crescent moon. She deludes all three worlds, and is seen in the posture

of crouching (alidha), shooting the mind-arrows from a sugar-cane bow.

15. BALA

Bala is the beloved daughter of the Lady of Srichakra (Lalitd or
Rajarajesvari). She is seated on a lotus in bloom, and is four-armed, three-
eyed and wears crescent moon on her head. Her mantra-form is three
lettered (3% & &1:). She carries in her hands rosary, book and the gestures

of protection and boon-bestowal.

16. BHUVANESVARI

Bhuvanesévari is the trustworthy deity in attendance on the lady of
Sri-chakra, Lalita-bhattarika. She is seated upon a lotus (or seated in a
lotus posture); her body-colour is red, and she wears crescent moon on
top of her head. She is decorated with splendid ornaments. She is three-
eyed and four-armed, with lasso, goad and the gestures of boon-bestowal

and protection in her hands.
17. SULINI

Salini rides on a lion and has eight arms. The streak of the crescent

moon is resplendent on her head. She is of dark colour like a thick cloud.
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She has three eyes; and her face looks terrible with fangs. She carries in
her hands weapons like spear and sword. She is surrounded by a retinue

of four damsels. She protects her devotees from all sins.
18. PRATYANGIRA

The goddess called Pratyangira is invoked to destroy the enemies.
She is dark-blue in complexion; she is three-eyed; and her hair rises up.
Her face is that of a lion, and she rides upon a lion. The crescent moon
shines on her head. She has four arms; and carries in her hands skull,

spear, hand-drum and serpent-lasso.
19. INDRAKSHI

Two-armed, three-eyed, and golden-hued, Indrakshi wears the
crescent moon on her head; she is covered by a pair of yellow-silken
garments and all kinds of decorations. Her lotus-like face is calm and
majestic; and she holds in her hands the gesture of boon-bestowal (left)
and the weapon called vajra (right). She is served by a host of celestial

damsels (apsaras).
20. MAHADEVA

Mahadeva (viz. Siva) is five-faced, with three eyes in each face.
Brilliant in complexion like into a pure crystal, he has ten hands and he
rides upon a bull. He is ornamented with a garland of severed heads. His

whole body is covered with ash, and he has snakes on his body as
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decorations. As the foe of monsters Tripura and Andhaka, he wiclds a
spear in one of his hands. He is Sada-$iva, his left side being embellished
by Parvati, and the crescent moon shining on his head. He is clothed with
the hides of elephant and tiger; he wears a snake for the sacrificial cord.
In his matted hair done up as a crown, is perched the river-goddess, Ganga.
He has a hundred and eleven forms; and is pleased with the five-lettered
mantra (F: ¥@@). He swallows up the terrible poison, Kalakuta, and is
the conquerer of death (Mrtyurjaya). He is Vamadeva, Samkara and the

Lord of the pramatha-hosts.

21. PARVATI

The spouse of Siva is Parvati, resplendent like a dark coral, three-
eyed and four-armed. Her hands carry the Kumuda-lilies, which are in
bloom. She is the daughter of the Lord of the Himalayas, and the mother

of Ganapati and Skanda. She favours her devotees with blessings.

22. GANGA

The river-goddess Ganga is the daughter of the Lord of the mountains
(viz. the Himalayas), revered by all, purifying all. She is best of all rivers.
she is most beneficient and pure. She sprang up from the feet of Vishnu,
and was held up in the matted locks of Siva; she followed the footsteps
of Bhagiratha, and was reborn with the sage Jahnu. She rides on Makara
(mythical animal resembling an alligator). She has two hands, carrying u

lotus and a pitcher of water.
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23. MAHAVISHNU

The spouse of Lakshmi, Vishnu is four-armed, carrying conch, discus
and gestures of protection and boon-bestowal. He sports ten incarnatory
forms (avataras). He is the vanquisher of the demons Madhu and Kaitabha.
He rides on Garuda, the sacred hawk. He is dark-blue (like cloud) in
complexion. He has twenty-four aspects, Ke$ava and so on. He is clothed
in yellow silken garments. He is tranquil in disposition; he lies recumbent
on the serpent (Sesha); and he is immutable. Among his benefactions are
the saving of Gajendra and bestowal of kingdom to Dhruva. He is Vasudeva
(all pervasive light); and Narayana (abiding in the heart of the devotee);
he is of immense form (virad-ripa). Lotuses are his eyes. He has three
abodes (earth, midregion, heavens). He is especially engaged in the
preservation of the world, and he destroys the wicked demons and
monsters, while granting the desires of his devotees. He is fond of the eight-
lettered mantra (3% =° FREUME). He is worshipped by all the gods. He

delights in decorations.

24. LAKSHMI

Lakshmi, the goddess whose body-colour is golden, is the mother
of the universe. She sprang up from the milky ocean and dwells in the
chest of Vishnu. She is four-armed, carrying a pair of lotuses in the upper

hands, and assuming with her normal hands the gestures of boon-bestowal
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and protection. She is the mother of Manmatha (the god of love, eros),
and is the provider of all wealth and prosperity. She has eight forms (called

ashta-lakshmi).

25. BRAHMA

The creator of the world, Brahma is the grand parent of all existence.
He has four faces, and his body-colour is that of coral. He rides on a swan.
He is seated in the lotus-posture, and is the lord of Satyaloka. He is the
dear consort of Sarasvati, and is the most adorable among the gods. He
has four hands in which he carries rosary, the sacred water-pot and the
gestures of boon-bestowal and protection. He is served by the minor
creators (praje$varas) and the hosts of sages like Narada. Brahma is born
out of the lotus which sprang from Vishnu’s navel. He fulfils all the desires

of his devotees. He is attended by the guardians of the quarters (dikpalas).

26. SARASVATI

Sarasvati is of the form of the letters which are matrices (matrikas)
and of speech. Adored by all, she resides in the mouth of the four-faced
Brahma. She is fair-complexioned and is engaged in playing on Veena. She
has four hands, two of which play on the Veena, and the other two carrying

pen and book. She bestows on her devotees all learning.
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27. DAKSHINA-MURTI

Dakshina-marti is the form of Siva as a youthful ascetic, seated
beneath the peepal tree, worshipped by all the yogis. His body-complexion
is like that of the moon in the month of Sarat. He wears his matted hair
as a crown on his head, adorned by the Ganga. He has an eye also on
his forehead, and is decorated by serpents. His body is covered by the
hides of tiger and elephant. He is the absolute reality, and the principle
that is expounded in the Veda and in the Upanishads. He is surrounded
by elderly disciples like the sage Suka. He is tranquil of aspect, and is
seated with a yogic band round his crossed legs (yoga-patta). He has four
hands, which carry rosary, gesture of wisdom, Veena and scripture. His
body is daubed with sacred ash, and decorated with garlands of rudraksha

beads.

28. VIRA-BHADRA

(with thirty-two arms)

This is the form of Virabhadra as the destroyer of the sacrifice of
Daksha. He is shown as a hero, extremely indignant and surrounded by
garlands of flames. He has a huge body, blue in colour, and has thirty-
two arms, carrying a number of weapons like sword and shield. He is
accompanied by his consort, Bhadrakali; and is adorned by a garland of
severed heads. He wears sandals for his feet. His face looks terrible with

protruding fangs. His aspect is ferocious. He was born from the locks of
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the angry Siva. The sun, the moon and the fire are his eyes; the crescent

moon adorns his crown.

29. BHAIRAVA

Bhairava is a ferocious form of Siva: four-armed, three-eyed,
decorated by a garland of severed heads, frightening in his aspect, residing
in burning-grounds, and dark in complexion like a thick cloud. He carries
in his hands skull, trident, fly-whisk and the gesture of protection. He
bestows the fulfilment of all desires, and is the provider of the
accomplishment of the magical enticement of gold (svarnakarshana). He
has eight forms (called ashta-bhairava). He wears on his head the crown
of matted hair to which are stuck the crescent moon and the river-goddess

Ganga. He is naked, and rides upon a dog. His face is terrible with fangs.

30. KUMARA-SVAMI

Six-faced, red-hued and having twelve arms and twelve eyes, Kumara-
Svami (also called Skanda, Kartikeya, Subrahmanya) rides upon a peacock.
He carries in his hands weapons like Sakti and the cock. He is the destroyer
of the demon Taraka. He has six (Krttikas) mothers, (hence Kartikeya) and
was born out of reeds in the river Ganga, from Siva’s semen, or out of
fire. He assumes the form of a young ascetic-student (vatu); and teaches

his father the significance of Omkara. He has a dear consort in Valli. He
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is the leader of the army of gods in their march against the demon Taraka.
He is the younger brother of Ganapati; he is also known as Guha. He
bestows on his devotees the fulfilment of their desires. He has seventeen

forms. He vanquishes the monster, Krauificha.

31. SUBRAMANYA

This is the form of the above God as a serpent with seven hoods.
Fair-complexioned, truthful and ferocious with sharp fangs and split tongue,
he is intent on protecting the world. He is pleased by the uninterrupted
gift of food for the needy. He fulfils the desires of his devotees. He is ever

blissful, and is fond of his consort, Kanti.

32. RAMACHANDRA

Rama, the dear consort of Sita and the source of joy to his mother
Kausalya, was born in the lineage of Ikshvakus. He was celebrated for
having cherished his father’s word of promise to Kaikeyl as his sole aim,
for having delivered Ahalya from the curse that had petrified her, for having
killed Ravana in the battle, for his restraint and discipline, and for his vow
of having but one wife. He, the monarch of Ayodhya, is represented as
a hero two armed, youthful and handsome, carrying bow and arrow. He
was elder brother to Lakshmana, who is also shown with him. He subdued

the arrogant ParaSu-rama; he was dear to Sugriva and Hanuman; he
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bestowed grace on Vibhishana. He delights in the six-lettered mantra. (39

IHET 1)
33. PRATAPA-RAMA

A variant iconic representation of Rama, Pratapa-rama (valorous
Rama) has twenty arms, one head but with three eyes and a gigantic body.
He is dark blue in complexion and extraordinarily brilliant of aspect. He
is seated on a bejewelled throne holding weapons like the sword called
chandrahasa, short javelin, conch, discus, sharp sword and shield, trident,
hand-drum, lasso, goad, bow and arrows, clenched fist, raised arm, mace,
axe, ploughshare and pounding rod. One of his hands has the gesture of
boon-bestowal while the other the gesture of protection. He is the very
personification of existence, pure consciousness and bliss. On his crown

is seen the moon. He vanquishes all foes.
34. KRISHNA

Son of Vasudeva and Devaki, Krishna is dark-blue in complexion,
and is distinguished by the ornaments on the chest, Srivatsa and
Kaustubha, and by the conch and discus which he holds in his hands.
He is celebrated for having lifted up the Govardhana hill, for having
provided joy to his foster-mother Yasoda. He is the consort of Rukmini
and Satyabhama, and is the Lord of sixteen thousand damsels. He has
assumed the human form as a sport; he is licentious and he steals. He

is fond of playing music on his flute, and is surrounded by cowherd
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maidens. He saved the lives of cows and cowherds. He killed wicked folk
like Kamsa. He is the younger brother of Balarama, and is the monarch

of Dvaraka.
35. VATAPATRASAYIN

This 1s the form of Krishna as a little babe lying on the peepal leaf
(vatapatre-Saya), putting his toe of the right foot into his mouth, clutching
the leg by his hands. He is Mukunda, full of juvenile pranks. However,
he is the supreme Brahman, beyond our speech and mind, progenitor of
the universe, preserver and dissolver, altogether unstained by creation, free
from gunas pure and tranquil. He sports on the waters of total dissolution.
In his belly are settled all in one multitudinous universes. All the gods lead
by Brahma and Indra worship his feet. He is beyond the highest; and he

is self-luminious. Markandeya is a devotee of his.
36. MADANA-GOPALA

Still another form of Krshna, Madana-gopala (cowherd - Eros) is of
extraordinary beauty and is bewitching. Having the complexion of red lead,
he is ten-armed, carrying conch, discus, mace, lotus, lasso, goad, flower-
arrows and sugar-cane bow; the two remaining hands are engaged in
playing on the flute. He is stationed on the six-angled figure that is located
in the lotus with sixteen petals. The cowherd maidens residing in the petals
are eagerly and lovingly looking at him; hosts of cows have gathered round

him.
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37. LAKSHMI-HAYAGRIVA

The horse-headed form of Vishnu represents pure consciousness, and
bestows on his devotees all knowledge. He is fair-complexioned, and four-
armed. He is stationed in the centre of the lunar orb. He is the giver of
knowledge as well as liberation. He is the presiding deity of the science
of archery. Immortality is his body: all universe is his expression. He favours
the sage Agastya. On his left side is Lakshmi. He carries in his hands conch,
discus, rosary and scripture. He teaches the essential import of seven crores
(koti) of great mantras. He is without beginning, middle or end. His feet
are worshipped by the yogins. He himself is engaged in the worship of

Lalita.
38. LAKSHMI-NRSIMHA

Of the form of man and lion together, this god burst out with terrific
anger from a pillar in the assembly-hall (of Hiranya-kasipu’s palace), with
adamantine fangs, and adamantine nails. He was four-armed, and fair-
complexioned. He delights in the prayers of all the gods headed by Brahma
and Indra. He assumed this form to kill Hiranyaka$ipu, the brother of
Hiranyaksha, and to save his son Prahlada. He revealed himself in nine
forms (called nava-narasimha). He is surrounded by burning flames of fire.
He is all-forms, and his face is terrible. He protects those who have sought

refuge in him. He appeared during dusk (sandhya, meeting of day with
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night), and combines in himself the nature of Siva and Vishnu. He has

a gigantic body, and is the lord of the universe.

(The nine forms celebrated in Ahobalam, Nava-narasimha are Jvala,
Ahobila, Malola, Kroda, Yogananda, Bhargava, Pavana, Chhatravata and

Kararja)
39. LAKSHMI-VARAHA

Supporting the entire earth on his tusks, this form of Vishnu killed
the demon Hiranyaksha. Fair in complexion, immense in body, he has the
face of a wild boar. He is Sri-dhara, with four hands. He carries conch
and discus in the two upper hands, the two normal hands are placed on

his hip. He has dual body (that of man and that of the boar).

40. VAMANA

Offspring of Kasyapa, Vamana is a celibate-boy (vatu), decorated by
a maunji-band on his loins and wearing the antelope-skin as upper cloth.
He is two-armed, carrying the sacred water-pot and umbrella. He was out
to receive the gift of the entire earth from Bali; and took the gigantic form
of Trivikrama. He was eulogized by all the gods, headed by Brahma and

Indra.
41. SIMSUMARA

Support for the entire group of stellar bodies, Siméumara as the form

of Vishnu, has his lower part as a scorpion’s tail (on which the
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constellations are suspended). He carries on himself the whole universe.
He is four armed, carrying in the two upper hands conch and discus, while
the two normal hands assume the gestures of protection and boon-
bestowal. He is double-bodied (man and scorpion). And he is worshipped

by all gods and sages.
42. RANGANATHA

The presiding deity of Srirangam, (Tiruchirapalli) on the island in the
river of Kaveri is Ranganatha. The sanctum of his shrine is surmounted
by the vimana called Pranava. He is the delightful consort of Bhi-devi and
Nila-devi. Rama is reputed to have worshipped his icon. He is seen here
as lying down on the couch of the primordial serpent (Sesha). He is fond

of festivities during the period of dhanur-masa.
43. VARADA-RAJA

Varada-raja is the god that resides in Hasti-giri (in Karnchipuram). He
is celebrated as having appeared from Brahma's sacrificial altar (kunda).
He delights his twin consorts Sri-devi and Bhiu-devi. He is four-armed,
carrying conch, discus, mace and lotus. He wears the Sri-vatsa mark on
his chest, his complexion is dark. He is eulogized by all the gods. He 1s
celebrated for having saved the elephant Gajendra, from the monster
crocodile, which he killed with his discus. He is therefore called Vara-da

(bestower of boons).
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44. SAMPAT-KUMARA

The presiding deity of Yadavadri (Meclukote in Karnataka) is
Sampatkumara, a form of Vishnu, which was worshipped by Krshna
himself, and also by the princess of the Mughal emperor of Delhi (Bibi-
nachchiyar). This form of Vishnu favoured the Acharya, Ramanuja. His
shrine abounds in the midst of several sacred spots like Jiana-aSvattha,
Nrsimhadri (the hill in Me¢élukote where there is a temple to Yoga-

narasimha), Varaha-kshetra and Kalyani (ashta-tirtha).

45. MAHAKAILASA-MURTI
(with twenty-five faces; from Siva-rahasya section of

Skanda-purana, Uttara-khanda)

On the peak of Mahakailasa mountain, which is situated to the east
of Meru, which is spread out to an area of twenty koti yojanas and the
height of which is twice that dimension, Siva dwells with all his attendants
and devotees. It abounds in nine kinds of precious stones. The dwelling
of Siva on this peak is resplendent with jewels, and equipped with ramparts,
towers, pavilions and other structures. In this palace Siva sits on a
bejewelled throne; he has twenty-five heads, and appears like a blooming
lotus with multitudinous petals. His hair raises up, and he has fifty hands.
He is adorned by necklaces made of clear crystal beads by rudraksha seeds,

and by serpents as ornaments.
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He shines as many millions of suns do; he is the very embodiment
of existence, consciousness and bliss. His figure as altogether out of this
world, and he cannot be either the object of apprehension or the detail
of apprehension itself. When one tries to describe him, words come back,
along with mind. He is embellished with the river-goddess Ganga on his
crown of matted locks, on which the crescent moon also shines. His body
is all smeared with the sacred ash, and a serpent forms the sacred cord
on his body. He wears a garland of skulls, and dons the tiger-hide as his
garment; the skin of an elephant forms his upper cloth. In each of his

faces, there are three eyes.

He is seated stretching his right leg down and folding his left leg on
the seat. His twenty-five hands on the right side carry the gesture of
protection, discus, spear, hatchet, dart, mace, lotus, sword, lance, weapon
called Sakti, axe, barbed missile, serpent, plough-share, goad, rosary,
deadly rocket, banner, stick, vajra, kunta, bone, tusk, saw and short
javeline, and an equal number of hands on the left side carry the gesture
of boon-bestowal, bow, antelope, conch, club, lasso, hatchet, hammer,
hand-drum, lute, bell, musical instrument called rudra-vina, scripture, skull,
severed head, magical khatvanga, bhrusundi, iron bludgeon, plank, sharp-
edged spear, rod, sacred pitcher, fire, pair of scissors, pounding pestle,

and bunch of peacock feathers.

This is the great god, Sadasiva, luminously seated on the hill-top. He
is surrounded by Vishnu, Brahma, Lakshmi, Sarasvati, Ganapati, Kartikeya,
Vrsha, Virabhadra, Bhairava, Chandike$vara, Nandi, Bhringi, Mahakala,
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Sasta, Ravana, Bali’s offspring, Indra and other guardians of directions,
the masters of the vidyas, the eight vasus, the twin As$vins (celestial
physicians), the eleven rudras, and the twelve adityas, the ViSve-devas and
the maruts (wind-gods), Markandeya the devotee, the sun, the moon, the
prajapatis born of Brahma, Sanaka and others, Tumburu, Narada, the
yakshas, the gandharvas, the dragon-gods, the siddhas, the charanas, the
heavenly damsels headed by Rambha, the pramatha-hosts and the hosts
of gods. They all worship Sadasiva.

46. LINGODBHAVA-MURTI

(from Sivaratri-vrata-kalpa section of Skanda-purana, Uttara-khanda)

This is the form of Siva, as he emerged from the aniconic linga with
Parvati constituting the left side of his body. Siva, who is the very
embodiment of existence, consciousness and bliss, has twenty-five faces
like a lotus in bloom and fifty arms, carrying various weapons. He is
decorated with clear crystal beads rudraksha berries and snakes. He dwells
in Mahakailasa, and is lustrous like the lunar hue. His matted hair forms
a crown on his head and is adorned by the river goddess Ganga and by
the crescent moon. He shines like many millions of suns; he is responsible
for the creation, preservation and dissolution of the world. His entire body
1s smeared with sacred ash, his forehead is marked with three lines (tri-
pundra). He wears round his neck a garland of severed heads, and on
his body snake as a sacrificial cord. He is covered with tiger-skin, and

thrown on his shoulders (as upper cloth) is the elephant-hide. He is the
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vanquisher of death itself; he has the sun, the moon and the fire as his
three eyes. The sky-void constitutes his locks of hair. He is Vamadeva,
Virapaksha. He is settled in the Vedic lore as well as in the Agamas. He
is worshipped by all the gods and all the sages. He is fierce and terrible

(ugra). He is known as Sarva, Bhava, Siva.

Vishnu assuming the form of the wild boar went in search of locating
the feet of this form of Siva; and Brahma assumed the form of the swan
and went up to locate the head of this form; both failed in their attempt,
the form was altogether inscrutable. This happened on the holy occasion
of Siva-ratri, on the fourteenth day of the bright fortnight of the lunar month
of Magha. It was in order to protect the entire world that Siva rose like

this from the linga. He is the great god, Mahadeva.

47. SARABHA-MURTI

Sarabha is of immense proportions like unto the great mountains
Meru, powerful. He has eight legs and thirty-two arms; the sun, the moon
and the fire are his three eyes. His two wings are Durga and Kali. His
roar is resounding and sharp. His locks of hair rise up; his claws are
adamantine, and he is decorated by various ornaments. His form is fierce,
and his complexion is flaming red. He is luminous like a million suns. In

his jaws are held the great lion (viz. Narasimha).

His hands on the right side carry trident, gesture of protection, discus,

sword, arrow, hatchet, rosary, fire, stick, bone, akti, vajra, goad,
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khatvanga, clenched fist, and pounding pestle. The hands on the left side
carry the gesture of boon-bestowal, conch, mace, shield, ploughshare,
bow, lotus, scripture, skull, lasso, saw, serpent, tusk, banner and kunta;

one of the hands on this side embraces Durga.
48. AGHORA-MURTI

This form of Siva has but a single face, but thirty-two arms. Dark
blue in complexion, Siva has on his matted locks of hair the river-goddess
Ganga; he has three eyes and wears on his head crescent-moon. He carries
trident, discus, the gesture of protection, sword, hand-drum, mace, dart,
bone, spear, plank, skull, lotus, rosary, gesture of ultimate wisdom
(chinmudra), goad and hatchet in his right hands. In his left hands, he
carries conch, antelope, lasso, mallet, serpent shield, khatvanga, bow, fire,
bejewelled hoe, sacred pitcher, victory-bell and book; one of his left hands

is placed on his hip.

Aghora is decorated with the garland of severed heads and with
serpents as ornaments. He places his foot on the head of Kala. He bestows

all victory on his devotees.

49. VIRA-BHADRA
(from Daksha-kanda in the Samkara-samhita section of

Skanda-purana)

This is the form of Virabhadra as the destroyer of the sacrificial

session of Daksha. He is terror-striking in appearance for all the worlds;
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his body is gigantic. He burst forth crying loudly, ‘‘victory!”’, “‘victory!”
His eyes were fierce, and red like the rising sun. He rose from the fire-
pot of the great $iva. Dark blue of complexion, he has a thousand heads
and two thousand arms which are thick, rounded and beautiful. His three
thousand eyes emit burning flames of fire, and are fierce. His forehead
and chest are daubed by yellow sandal paste. His feet are bedecked with
bejewelled ornaments. His whole body is smeared with sacred ash; he is
decorated with a garland of severed heads. His face is terrible with

protruding fangs, and with blood-red beard.

He is surrounded by rising flames of fire, and his crown of matted
locks of hair is adorned with a linga. His loins of red sash are bedecked
with a short sword. He wears a pair of sandals on his feet. His crown
is bejewelled, and his ornaments are made of pearls. His arms are
embellished by snakes as arm-lets. On his crown shines the crescent moon.
He carries manifold weapons. His eyebrows are knit with indignation.

Round his neck hangs a garland of rudraksha-berries.

The sword called Chandrahasa, trident, discus, chisel, dart, mace,
sword, lance, S$akti, ploughshare, goad, hatchet, vajra, barbed missile,
deadly missile-rocket, sharp-edged spear, short javelin, tusk, wheel, saw
and javelin appear in his right hands. Shield, hand-drum, conch, bow,
antelope, whip-thong, bell, lasso, a pair of pincers, bhrusundi, mallet, axe,

stick, plank, skull, dagger, bludgeon, pounding pestle, bolt (vice), and the
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head of Daksha appear in his left hands. He is the hero who frightens
all the gods. He was set to destroy the sacrifice being performed by Daksha.

He is accompanied by his consort, Bhadrakali.

50. GANDABHERUNDA-NRSIMHA
(with eight heads)

This is a fierce form of Narasimha with eight heads: those of Ganda-
bherunda, lion, tiger, horse, boar, monkey, eagle and bear. His arms
number thirty crores (koti); and they carry weapons like ploughshare,
pounding stick, mace, conch and discus. He is terrible with sharp fangs

and i1s seen consuming tigers, elephants and hawks.

His eyes emit fire, and flames come out of his tongue. His body is
of red colour; and his faces are of different colours. He represents a
combined form of animals and birds. He is both a Ganda-bherunda and

Narasimha united in one form.

51. NRSIMHA WITH FIVE FACES

Ferocious in appearance, like the hell-fire of dissolution, this form
of Narasimha wears round his neck a garland of severed heads, a serpent
for sacrificial cord on his body. He is seated in a bound lotus posture.
He is bedecked with bejewelled ornaments, with the crescent moon on

his crown, with a streak of blue on his neck (poison). He has five faces,
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with three eyes in each face. He is of the nature of Sadasiva. He is indeed

Rudra.

He carries in his ten hands trident, conch, discus, sword, bow, dart,
rosary, mace, pounding rod and lasso. The four faces from east to north
are of different colours: indragopa (insect of blue-green colour, cochineal,
fire-fly), dark blue like cloud, white and golden yellow. The face on top

is of variegated colours. He bestows fulfilment of the desires of his

devotees.
52. ANJANEYA WITH FIVE FACES

Hanuman with five faces (paficha-mukhi) has ten arms, and he is
three-eyed. He is of golden complexion. He is the offspring of Siva’s semen.
He is the emissary of Rama, he eliminated the grief of Sita, he killed demons
like Aksha-Kumara. He carries in his hands various weapons like spear

and sword.
53. SUDARSANA-MURTI

This god is represented as a giant wheel with a thousand spokes.
He is of red complexion, with sixteen arms, with his hair rising up like
flames of fire, three-eyed, and residing on a figure with six angles. He shines
like a million suns. He carries weapons like discus and conch. He is himself

the weapon in Vishnu’s hand.
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54. KARTAVIRYA-ARJUNA

This hero-deity is an aspect of Vishnu’s discus (Chakra). He was
celebrated as an emperor, ruling over Mahishmati. He is represented as
having a thousand arms, holding in all of them bows and arrows. He is
of red complexion, and he was a disciple of Dattatreya. By contemplating
on him, one will overcome the depradations of thieves and robbers and

recover the lost property.

55. DATTATREYA

Dattatreya, an incarnation of Vishnu, was the son of the sage Atri,
and was brought up by Anasiiya and extremely powerful. He is auspicious;
he is the teacher of Kartavirya-arjuna. He dwells beneath the Mandara tree.
He has two hands, his right hand assumes the gesture of exposition. He
wears his matted hair like a crown on his head. He bestows gold (viz.
prosperity and welfare on his devotees. He is surrounded by yogins who

are adepts (siddhas).

S6. DEVENDRA

Indra, the lord of the three worlds, is the consort of Sachi and the
destroyer of the cities of his enemies. He vanquished the monster Jambha.
He presides over the celestial assembly called Sudharma, surrounded by

the guardians of directions.
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He is represented as two-armed, carrying the invincible and
adamantine weapon, vajra. He rides on the elephant called Airavata. He
has a thousand eyes (all over his body). He is the eternal foe of the demon
Vrtra. He is of golden complexion. He is the elder brother of Upendra,
and has Matali for his charioteer. He was the offspring of Ka$yapa and
Aditi, and a follower of Brhaspati (deva-guru). He delights the celestial
damsels like Rarmbha and Urvasi. He is the sole ruler of the heavenly realms.

He has fourteen forms (in the fourteen manvantaras).

57. SURYA

The solar deity is said to be the offspring of Kasyapa (Prajapati). He
is seated on a lotus (or in a lotus posture), red in body-colour, and two-
armed, carrying lotuses. He delights his consorts Chhaya and Samjna. He
rides on a chariot with a single wheel, with seven horses yoked to it; Aruna,
devoid of thighs, is his charioteer. He is the friend of moon, and causes

day.

He has twelve different forms (representing a year), he is the leader
of the grahas (heavenly constellations), and the witness of all action by
all beings. He is the friend of the lotus, and is disliked by the chakora
bird (which prefers the moon). His orb is circular in shape. He delights
in prostrations, and he bestows quick health on his devotees. He enjoys

the eulogies offereed by the Valakilya sages.
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58. CHANDRA

Born out of the eye of the sage Atri, and brother to Lakshmi (who
was born out of the milky ocean), Chandra the lunar deity, distinguished
by the mark of a hare (to be seen in the lunar orb) adorns the crown
of Siva. He is fond of Kumuda (the water-lily which blooms at night), and
is a dear friend of Manmatha (the god of love, Eros). The lotus dislikes
the moon, but the moonlight causes delight to the world. He is the offspring
of Anasliya, the consort of the stellar bodies, the lord of the night, the

presiding deity of the medicinal herbs and the friend of the sun.

He is fair-complexioned, is of the nature of nectar, two armed and
carries a mace in his hand. His orb has phases, and he causes moonlight.
He rides on a chariot with three wheels; and he is seated in a figure of

four corners. His charioteer is Subandhu.

59. VAINATEYA (GARUDA)

Garuda, called Vainateya because his mother was Vinuta, is the
vehicle of Vishnu. He is represented as seated in a heroic posture
(virasana), with arms raised, and holding the pot full of nectar. His beaks
are sharp, wings golden and ornaments eight serpents. He is celebrated
as one who removes poison. He is the lord of all birds, and younger brother

to Aruna.
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60. MANMATHA

Born as an offspring of Mahavishnu and Lakshmi, handsome and
auspicious, Manmatha is the consort of Rati. He is the vanquisher of the
demon Sambara. Fish is his banner, and parrot his vehicle. His complexion
is golden, and has eight arms, carrying sugar-cane, bow, flower-darts (eight
in number), conch and lotus; Tune four other hands are engaged in pressing
the breasts of his beloved. He is a friend to the moon and to soft breezes.
He dwells in the outskirts of Srichakra. He is surrounded by hosts of Sarika

birds, blue bees and armies of coockoos. His form entices the three worlds.
EPILOGUE

Krshnaraja has compiled this work, consulting the tantras, agama-
texts and puranas and using his own intelligence. The work deals with the
iconographic details like form, weapon, colour, history etc., of sixty deities,
beginning with Chamunda and ending with Manmatha. The total number

of verses in this work is 236.



