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PREFACE

Kalpatharu Research Academy has set before itself the task of
contributing to the revival of the ancient values of our country. It has
already launched two importan: projects, the bringing out of an En-
cyclopaedia of Indian Iconography (Pratima-Kosha) in five volumes
(three of which are already published), and the other bringing
together authentic information relating to temples and worship in
temples in Agama-Kosha in twelve volumes (two of which have till
now come out). Thus, a major attempt has been made towards ex-
plaining the symbolism, meaning and significance of our temple
culture in all its aspects.

Besides these two long-term projects, the Academy has taken
up several short-term projects, and has published many books,
among which the two volumes on the Yantras and Mandalas in
Temple-Worship are noteworthy. Another project which was taken
up early in the career of the Academy was on the mystery and sym-
bolism of Sri-chakra, an ancient religious device employed exten-
sively in the country.

A book was recently brought out dealing with the Tantrik Prac-
tices in Sri-vidya. It included an edition of an interesting Sanskrit
text, hitherto unpublished in this form, Sri Sarada-Chatuh- satika,
along with copious and comprehensive notes concerning the sym-
bolism of Sri Chakra and the details of Sri-vidya. We are happy to
note that the book has been very well received.

A sequel to this book was planned, and it was decided to bring
out the text of Lalita-sahasranama-stotra with the thousand names
separately given for purposes of parayana and nama-japa. Entitled
Meditations on l_alita-sahasra-nama, the publication not only gives
the text of Lalita-sahasra-nama, but also texts of related portions
from Brahmanda-purana, namely Lalitopakhyana and Lalita-trisati.
The elaborate introduction will highlight the significance of these
texts, and serves the purpose of meditation on the texts.

We are grateful to Vidyalankara, Sastra- Chudamani Prof.
S. K. Ramachandra Rao for having planned this volume on Lalita-



Sahasra-nama, and for having written an introduction which is com-
prehensive and scholarly. We had repeated requests from our well-
wishers and patrons of the Academy to bring out this volume; and
we hope they will find this volume useful and welcome.

We are proud to be responsible for such important publica-
tions, which will bring in bold relief the salient aspects of our culture,
to resuscitate which there is a great need. With encouragement and
appreciation from the public, we are sure that we will devote oursel-
ves with greater zeal and energy to the cause which is dear to the
heart of every Indian, viz., the preservation and enrichment of our
ancient culture. The Academy works on no-profitand no-loss basis,
and its publications will be available to the public at comparatively
very reasonable cost. And those who are acquainted with our earlier
publications know that we maintain a high quality of book-produc-
tion.

The Academy is greatly indebted to the Director, National Ar-
chives of India, Janapath, New Delhi for their generous financial as-
sistance which has emboldened us to embark on this gigantic
project, and for the interest evinced in this work by the authorities in
the department.

Also on behalf of the Academy | express my deep gratitude to
Sri Vanaraj Sethiya, Bombay, who has given substantial financial
assistance and valuble Manuscripts etc. He was initiated into Sri-
vidya by Bhagavan Ananthanathiji, who never hesitated to give dik-
sha to the seekers and never attached any preconditions. One of
the disciples of this master had the privilege of a new commentary
on Lalita-sahasra-nama being revealed to him.

On behalf of the Academy and on my own, | offer my grateful
thanks to all those who have helped in this publication and par-
ticularly to Payonidhi Printers Private Limited, who have printed this
book neatly.

Bangalore DAIVAJNA K. N. SOMAYAJI
25-8-1990. Chief Editor and Director s
Kalpatharu Research Academy



INTRODUCTION

A volume on Sri Vidya has just been published by the Kal-
patharu Research Academy, and | was happy to be associated
with it. The Director of the Academy, Daivajna Sri K. N. Somayaji
was requested by several scholars and well-wishers to bring out a
companicon volume giving the text of Lalita-sahasra-nama-stotra,
for it is widely used in the worship of Sri chakra. When he men-
tioned this to me, and requested me to plan this publication, | was
again happy because this would be a proper sequel to the earlier
book of Sri-vidya. | am grateful to him for this opportunity to spend
about three months intensively comtemplating on the sacred text.

The volume now brought out contains the text of Lalita-sahas-
ra-nama-stotra, both in the verse-form and in the form of names as
recited during worship. The practice of ‘parayana’ employs the
former form, while the actual worship on the Sri chakra finds the
latter form more useful. To highlight the context of the text, the por-
tion dealing with Lalita (Lalitopakhyana) from Brahmanda-purana,
has been given here, almost for the first time. And another text
closely related to these two, namely Lalita-trisati, which has a com-
mentary commonly ascribed to the great Sankara, has also been
appended. And at the end of this text, the three hundred names of
Lalita have been separately given, in a form suitable of employ-
ment during worship. And to help those who find the thousand
names as well as three hundred names beyond their time or ability,
the shorter list of a hundred and eight names of Lalita (Ashtottara-
Sata) has been provided.

And the meditation on Lalita-sahasranama, has taken the
form of the Introduction, which attempts to explain the context of
the texts as well as the esoteric significance of the names of the
Goddess. Help has been taken mainly from the elaborate and
magnificent commentary on Lalita-sahasra-nama-stotra by the



celebrated tantrik Bhaskara-raya-makhin (Bhasuranandanatha);
and gleanings from other available commentaries and glosses
" have also been helpful. My first thought was to explain in English
the significance of each of the thousand names, but that would
have taken a much longer time, and the publication would have
been much bulkier. And there are many books which have fulfilled
this need, and some of them ably so (like R. Anantakrishna
Sastry’s popular work, published by the Theosophical Publishing
House, Adyar, Madras, the fifth reprint of which was brought out in
1976).

| am grateful to Daivajna Sri K. N. Somayaiji for having in-

cluded this work in his publication series, and to the Payonidhi
Printers for having printed the work neatly.

S.K. RAMACHANDRA RAO




INTRODUCTION
To

Lalita-sahasra-nama

The Text

One of the eighteen ‘great’ puranas compiled and redacted
by the celebrated sage Vyasa, Brahmanda-purana is better known
for its espousal of the cause of Lalita cult. Included in it is an
elaborate account of the appearance of the Goddess as Lalita in
order to save the world from the clutches of the wicked and terrible
demon, Bhandasura. This narrative occurs almost as an ap-
~ pendage to the third and last division of the purana (uttara and
upasamhara-pada). Known as Lalitopakhyana, it consists of forty
chapters, the last five of which are regarded as especially impor-
tant as they deal with the actual appearance of Lalita (Lalita-
pradurbhava), eulogy of her greatness (Lalita-stava-raja), the
manifestation of the god Madana-kamesvara, and the wedding of
the goddess with the God (Vaivahikotsava).

This portion is in the form of a dialogue between the sage
Agastya and the god Hayagriva. Better known than this narrative
and more widely employed in devotional practices are two other
texts which are also in the nature of dialogues between Agastya
and Hayagriva: Lalita-triati and Lalita-sahasra-nama. These are
not actually portions of Brahmanda-purana, although they are
usually described to be such; they are secondary texts, evolved
from the Lalitopakhyana portion of this purana. The former text
eulo§izes Lalita in three hundred names (tri-Sati) and the latter in
one thousand names (sahasra).




The three texts together constitute the corpus of S:ri—vidyﬁ
known after Lalita: and they contain not only the details of
‘external’ worship (bahir-yaga) but suggestions for meditation and
absorption (antar-yaga). In Lalitopakhyana, we read that the sage
Agastya asked the revered Hayagriva to enlighten him about the
great goddess known differently as Maha-tripura-sundari and
Kamakshi. Hayagriva. before giving Agastya an account of the
glory and exploits of the goddess reveals that she resides in the
heart of all beings and that whatever occurs in the world, as thing
or thought, is in reality her own sport:

7q fefaeda «s adaen faafean
fefatara sfaq =< faeuras

The first of these texts, Lalitopakhyana narrates the tales high-
lighting the greatness of the Goddess in the first of the last four
chapters (41-44) of the concluding section of Brahmanda- purana:
the second among these chapters brings out the significance of
the sixteen-lettered mantra of the goddess (shodasakshari-vidya),
and the benefits and powers that are acquired by the practitioner
who perfects this mantra; the third of these chapters gives an ac-
count of gestures and postures (mudras) that must be assumed by
the practitioner; the next chapter deals with initiations (diksha),
meditations (dhyana) and other associated details like guru and so
on; and the concluding chapter deals with the mystical placement
(nyasa) of the deities involved in the sacred Sri-chakra.

The other text is known as Lalita-trigati, because of the three
hundred names of the goddess that figure prominently. These
names are arranged in the order of letters that constitute the
celebrated fifteen-lettered mantra (pafichadasi-vidya). The text
has a prologue (purva-pithika) and an epilogue (uttara- pithika).
There is a well-known commentary on this work ascribed to the



great vedantin, Samkara. However, the authorship is not certain.

The text, celebrated as Lalita-sahasra-nama consists of 320
verses in three chapters. The first chapter (in 51 verses) relates
that the thousand secret names of Lalita were first recited by Vagini
and other Vagdevatas as commanded by the Goddess herself,
and includes a 'nyasa’ giving the following details: the Vagdevatas
headed by Vasini are the seers who saw these sacred names
which are strung together as a garland of mantras; the metre in
which the verses contain these names is anushtup; the great god-
dess is Lalita, the deity invoked by these names; the vagbhava-
kuta (the first of the three kutas constituting éri—vidy?ﬂ is the 'seed’,
the Kamgx-réja—kuya (the second of the three kiitas) the 'power’,
and the Sakti-kUita (the third) the 'spike’; the purpose of the recita-
tion of the names is to accomplish the grace of the goddess Lalita,
and thereby to procure the benefits that one longs for:

gy AfeferarmsaaTEEAHEE=Rg afimte geEadan
P H

e Bl o Aferar awrad daan =i qgrdE gfa
dom meagefa wite: wfogefa #tersdl ot sferan
mertrqr=dr yare fafasma MfRaweraerd 9 fafmil

The second chapter contains the thousand mystic names of
the goddess in 182-1/2 verses. The third chapter (86-1/2 verses)
enumerates the benefits that are got by reciting these thousand
names.

The Commentaries

The text, which is exceedingly popular among the devotees
given to Sakta form of worship, even as Vishnu-sahasra-nama (ex-
tracted from Mahdbharata) is among the Vaishnava devotees, is
among the best known and widely used hymnal collections in the



country. It occupies a unique position, because it has mystical
overtones which are both profound and suggestive. Although af-
filiated to the Brahmanda-purana corpus, it enjoys an independent
and august status and has merited numerous glosses and com-
mentaries, among which the following are important:

1. Saubhagya-bhaskara (an elaborate commentary by the
celebrated tantrik authority Bhaskara-raya-makhin, whose in-
itiatory name was Bhasurananda-natha);

2. Vidyaranya-bhashya (in nine chapters, 1500 $lokas in ex-
tent, by Vidyaranya-muni, who is described as a disciple of Anan-
daranya-pujya-pada);

3. Commentary by Vimar§ananda-natha (a work of 2000
slokas in nine sections, disciple of Vimalananda-natha):

4. Saubhagya-ratnakara (in 36 tarangas by Srinivasa-sun-
dara, whose initiatory name was Vidyananda-natha, disciple of
$acchidananda-natha);

5 Commentary (a work of 2500 §lokas) by Bhatta-
narayana (who describes himself as the disciple of Sivananda-
natha, and describes his work as inspired by the goddess Lalita
herself).

All these are works of Tantrik initiates, and contain esoteric
doctrines preserved in several traditions, or margas (lines or path-
ways meant for tantrik practitioners). They have different ways of
classifying the thousand names. For instance, the commentary of
Vimaréananda-natha, which has nine chapters, has this classifica-
tion:

1. Prathama-bhtumika (names 1 to 64)
2. Visvadhika-pariccheda (65 to 84)
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éakti~chandra-kalé-pariccheda (85-111)
akti-trayottirna-pariccheda (112-256)
Sakshi-pariccheda (257-274)
Paficharra-pariccheda (275-300)
Purushar-ha-pariccheda (301-354)
Pa$u-pasa-pariccheda (356-408)
§ritattva-pariccheda (493-503 and 997-1000)

© @ N R

Some commentaries are encyclopaedic in character. Saub-
hagya-ratnakara, for example, treats of all topics concerning
Tantrik worship (daily as well as occasional), varieties of and
preparations for initiations, fire-ablutions, rituals of benign and
malignant significance, recitation of sacred hymns as a ritual, the
divisions of the éri-vidya cult, and good conduct:

Aifeeman: asera frex AT S derryd
e QrEAf AAhH AR ST

IR E TECEGE
AT [T ST9Td. ®PEded: deraraies 39
forerar Tt

But the infcrmation provided in most cases is fragmentary
and pedantic, and offers little clue to the practical character of
these cultic traditions. Probably, this was deliberately meant to be
s0, for the esoteric aspects of the tradition cannot be expected to
be made explicit for those who are devoid of necessary equipment
and who are not properly initiated.

The best among the commentaries and most frequently con-
sulted, is Bhaskara-raya’'s Saubhagya-bhaskara. The author who
lived between 1690 and 1785 A.D. was a versatile scholar and
prolific writer on general subjects. Among his tantrik works, the




commentary on Nitya-shodagdikarnava (Vamakesvara-tantra) en-
titled, Setu-bandha, the exposition on the Paficha-dasi-vidya
known as Varivasya-rahasya, the commentary on Lalita-sahasra-
nama known as Saubhagya-bhaskara and a work on worship
hased on Paradu-rama- kalpa-sttra entitled Nityotsava are popular
and famous. He was an ardent devotee of the Mother -goddess,
and was recipient of all higher initiations in the Sakta- tantra. His
name as a dikshita was Bhasurananda-natha, and his teacher was
Siva-datta- dukla. He pays homage in his works to his father
(Gambhira-raya), his teachers Nrsimha-adhvari or Nrsimhananda-
natha (vidya-guru) and Siva-datta-sukla (diksha-guru). His writ-
ings number more than 40, and include works on Veda, Vedanta,
Nyaya, Mihamsa, Chhandas, Smrti and mantra-$astra. He wrote
commentaries on some Upanishads (like Kaulopanishad and
Tripuropanishad), on {8 sukta, and on Durga-sapta-sati section of
Markandeya-purana, entitled Gupta-vati. His vast erudition and
profound acquaintance with tantrik practitioners make his works a
mine of valuable information concerning Tantra and Mantra: He
performed several Vedic sacrifices also, and thereby came to be
known as a 'makhin’.

His commentary on Lalita-sahasra-nama was based on some
notes on technical and terminological matters (Paribhasha)
prepared by his tantrik-preceptor, whom he does not name:

TEATHATT HIEA=ATH

fegfermferesn frrgdaem)
Tt Aferarar ATt
e g Afyguasam:||

He also draws extensively from all available sources, both of
the Vedic tradition and the Tantrik tradition. The commentary is
divided into twelve sections (called kalas). The first chapter called



upodghata-prakarana deals with the first fifty-one verses of Lalita-
sahasra-nama, and the last chapter known as kshama with the
enumeration of benefits {phala-sruti); the other ten chapters deal
with a hundred each of the thousand names. The ten chapters
dealing with the thousand names are named Tapani, Dhumrika,
Marichi, Jvalini, Ruchi, Sushumna, Bhogada, Visva, Bodhini, and
Dharini. The colophon at the end of the first chapter describes the
author as a devotee of the sacred feet of his teacher Nrsimha-
yajva, who is claimed to be "érimat-pada-vékya—pramﬁr_\a-
paravara- parina-dhurina-sarva-tantra-svatantra’, the customary
description of a great and venerable teacher who is proficient in
Vyakarana, Mimamsa and Nyaya and who is an independent
authority in matters of all religious and philosophical disciplines.
The author’s father’s name is given as Gambhira-raya-dikshita who
bore the surname 'Bharati'.

Hayagriva and Agastya

The text, like Lalitopakhyana and Lalita-trigafi, is, as said ear-
lier, in the form of a dialogue between the sage Agastya and the
god Hayagriva. Hayagriva is represented as the teacher
(deéikendra’) who communicates the mysterious thousand
names to Agastya who is here a disciple. Hayagriva is the horse-
headed incarnation of Vishnu, the occasion for the assumption of
this form being variously given. The most popular story is that he
assumed this form to kill the demon Hayagriva (who was horse-
headed). But the more ancient narrative (cf. Paficha-vimga- brah-
'mana,7, 5, 6 and Taittiriya-aranyaka, 5, 1) mentions that Vishnu as
the personification of sacrifice (yajfla) was deprived of his head in
a skirmish with the other gods, and that later a horse’s head was
fixed on the trunk of yajfia, which was resuscitated. Skanda-
purana, however, has it that Vishnu having lost his head, per-
formed austerities in Dharmaranya and obtained a horse’s head
as a boon bestowed by Siva. Bhaskara-raya refers to Devi-




bhagavata (first skanda) for the story.

Agastya was a sage of great renown, and he has been immor-
talized by a celestial position (the star canopus, agastyodaya
being the arising of the star on the seventh day of the second half
of the month Bhadra, when water-offerings, tarpana, is offered to
the sage Agastya) being accorded to him. The legends ascribe
his origin to the semen of the twin-gods Mitra-Varuna which were
dropped into a jar (hence known as Kumbha- sambhava, "pot-
born', and also as Maitra-varuni, "off-spring of Mitra-varuna") and
to the conjoint action of fire and wind.

The celebrated sage Vasishtha was his half-brother, accord-
ing to Yaska’s Nirukta. Among the many exploits of Agastya were
the drinking of the entire ocean, the destruction of the demon
Vatapi and the humbling of the mountain Vindhya (hence his name
Agastya, which means one who fixed the mountain, "na
gacchhatity agah, parvatah; tam vindhyanamanam styayati;
styanam stambhanam). He is also the patron-saint of South India,
and a system of indigenous medicine practised in Tamil Nadu till
this day (viz. the Siddha) is said to be his legacy.

The verse that is commonly recited while making offerings to
him on the occasion of Agastyodaya runs as follows:

TSI AT FEATETE ]
[LEIE R E i T IS ]

His wife Lopamudra was the princess of Vidarbha, and was
reputed for her devotion to the sage Agastya (cf. for her birth,
Mahabharata, Vana-parva, 96 ff). She is eligible for the pious of-
ferings on the occasion of Agastyodaya, and the verse recited on
the occasion is given in Mala-masa-tattva as follows:




ST FETHT Ty afa
et wAT @ AT

They were married in Maha-sindhu-titha (Mahabharata,
éanti-parva, 88, 343 and Vana-parva 130, 5) and lived in Ganga-
dvara. Both Agastya and Lopamudra were great devotees of the
Mother-goddess, and they are eulogized by the Gaddess herself in
Lalita-tri-gati. Lopamudra is regarded by Tantriks as one of the ar-
chitects of a éri-vidyé division, and her name is identified with a
mantra of the goddess. Bhaskara-raya deseribes Agastya as 'Shi-
vidyopasakagresara' ("the front-ranking devotee of éri-vidyé“).

Agastya's meeting with Hayagriva has been described at the
beginning of Lalitopakhyana (3, 5 in the Brahmanda-purana, after
the fourth chapter in the Uttara-bhaga):

AT A QAN IEIITT:|
BEIR ARG B RRGIE ]
FATTEAe( A drraraaant =i
AATTATITHEAT Fdf STyl
SRS RIS INOEIBIRIERERIDT
ferreTau Tgr Famaammre arfll
q =T =l FgarEil
STEATEHEuE =TT
SEEIRUEHEEEEICIGE P REEE
FHTEfl ST ATl
ArFEALATEA FaEr 1g!
FercarTet qoar aiftarsyaaT:||
gt q Fer et
HEEREINER R ISEIEEEIEEIL
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RAET STTehes THAT e
Srgel s T AT AT

The great sage Agastya was once visiting several places of
pilgrimage and when he saw people steeped in ignorance and
concerned only with their creature-comforts and sensual
pleasures, he was greatly agitated and pondered over their lot and
fate. He came in due course to Karichi. He worshipped Ekam-
ranatha and Kamakshi and performed austerities for a long time
there. Pleased with his devotion, Vishnu appeared before him in
the horse-headed form-and asked him what he desired. The sage
prostrated before the god, and inquired how the poor worldly folk
could be released from the fetters of ignorance. Vishnu there-
upon told Agastya that the same inquiry had been made first by
éiva, then by Brahma, and later by Durvasa. He explained that He
is in fact a primaeval spirit, the primordial principle, source of
everything and cause of creation, preservation and dissolution.
He involves in himself the three forms (Brahma, Vishnu and éiva)
and the three gunas (sattva, rajas and tamas); and yet beyond
both forms and gunas. Sporting out of free will, He, who is Prad-
hana (primordial matter) and Purusha (the conscious spirit) at
once, divides himself into two distinct aspects: the Pradhana
aspect transformed itself into the universe; the other aspect
remained beyond the gunas, transcendental and supreme. One
who understands this dual nature of Godhead gets released from
worldly fetters. It is possble to achieve this freedom, by the'perfor-
mance of austerities for great lengths of time, observances and
self-discipline, renunciation and elimination of evil propensities.
However, it is difficult to give up worldly pleasures and renounce
completely. But the worship of the supreme goddess that abides
in oneself will achieve the purpose of liberation easily; and this is
true for all people, whether they come within the fold of three var-
nas or not, and even for the sinful folk. Mere contemplation on the

10



Goddess will transform malevalent inclinations to beneficent cnes.
The worship of the Goddess may or may not be conducted ac-
cording to prescribed regimen; but its reward will surely be release
from all bondages. Siva, Brahma and all the gods have wor-
shipped the goddess Tripura and obtained their powers. By no
other means can worldly prosperity and ultimate liberation can
together be accomplished.

Vishnu concluded by saying that this was revealed out of
compassion for the mankind, and suggested that Agastya spread
this message among gods, adepts and human beings for their
weal and welfare. When the sage desired further knowledge about
the form of the Goddess which was absolute and undifferentiated,
Vishnu directed him to approach his incarnatory form, Hayagriva
in his hermitage, and disappeared from Agastya’s view. Agastya
met the divine sage Hayagriva, with devotion and reverence, and
sought enlightenment concerning the great Goddess, who, as told
by Hayagriva, is without beginning or end, who is the foundation
for the entire universe, who could be apprehended only in medita-
tive absorption, and also abides in the heart of all beings.

Thus, the cult of Lalita was communicated by Hayagriva to
Agastya. It is said that Hayagriva it was that discovered the six-
teen-lettered mantra of the Goddess ($hodasi-vidya, with the addi-
tion of the syllable dtm to the usual pafichadasi). In the cult of
éri—vidyﬁ, there is a traditional lineage beginning with Hayagriva
(Hayagriva-sampradaya), which is one of the three lineages cur-
rent in the Tantrik circles (the other two being Ananda-bhairava-
sampradaya and Dakshina-murti-sampradaya). The lineage of
Hayagriva aligns itself to Dakshinachara (for details see the
author's Tantrik Practices in Sri-vidya), and the worship of the god-
dess is carried on with 'the thousand names’ of Lalita, or alternate-
ly with 'the three hundred names’ (tri-¢ati), or with ‘one hundred
and eight names’ (ashtottara-data-nama). This tradition is distin-
guished by the omission of the three concentric circles (tri-vrtta)

11



inside the outer square (bhtpura) of Sti- chakra design in worship.
It may be mentioned that the Ananda- bhairava tradition retains the
three circles but does not include it in worship, while the Dakéhina-
murti tradition not only retains them but also offers worship to
them.

Lopamudra

The customary lineage of the division of S'n’-vidyﬁ known as
Kadi (viz. where the mantra of éri-vidya begins with the syllable
Ka), begins with éri—parama-siva and continues with Durvasa,
Hayagriva and Agastya. Hayagriva is the teacher and Agastya his
disciple. Curiously enough, the lineage of the other division of Sri-
vidya known as Hadi (viz. where the mantra begins with the syll-
able Ha) involves the wife of Agastya, Lopamudra, prominently.
This division, which is said to be later (kadeh paschad eva hader
uddharah), counts twelve pioneers of éri—vidyé: Manu, Chandra,
Kubera, Lopamudra, Manmatha (Kama-raja), Agastya, Nandiéa,
Surya, Vishnu, Skanda, diva and Dunasa (cf. also ér?—vid[a“mava-
tantra, 7, 1). Lopamudra is credited with having initiated her hus-
band Agastya into Sri-vidya. Manmatha (Kama-raja) is said to
have inaugurated the Kadi lineage, while Lopamudra and Agastya
were responsible for the other lineage. The main difference be-
tween the two lineages is that the number of effective (viz. not
repeated) letters in the Hadi lineage is five, while in the Kadi lineage
the number of such letters is seven.

The mantra of the Kadi lineage takes this form

FuiABleaFeds| IF 9 atll

while that of the Hadi lineage is

sgSFAgleaFHAS TH A S
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The Kadi-vidya is said to have been derived from Devyathar-
ga—éirsha belonging to Atharva-veda:

FTT A FHAT FSuTr-
® @ & @
Her & T7 ATt earai:|
@) & @ @)
QAT | & o1 ATHAT A
(@) (@)
ge=auT fasamrarteiaEr|

It has (according to Chatus-$ati) three sections (Khanda or
Klta), constituting fifteen letters (akshara), twenty-seven ingre-
dients and thirty-six units (representing the 36 tattvas of Sakta
philosophy:

Section | : 5 letters; 9 ingredients (4 consonants, 3 vowels,
1 nada, 1 bindu)

Section |l : 6 letters; 10 ingredients (7 consonants, 1 vowel,
1 nada, 1 bindu)

Section Il : 4 letters; 8 ingredients (5 consonants, 1 vowel,
1 nada, 1 bindu)

Total 15 Total 27

[Each Section has three tattvas separately; thus the mantra
has altogether nine tattvas, which when added to the 27 in-
gredients will constitute a total of 36 tattvas. In Sakta philosophy
the following tattvas are enumerated: Siva, Sakti, Sadadiva, T¢-
vara, Suddha-vidya, Maya, Kala, Kala, Vidya, Raga, Niyati,
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Purusha, Prakrti, Ahamkara, Buddhi, Manas, 10 indriyas (5 for cog-
nition and 5 for action), 5 tanmatras and 5 mahabhtitas].

AT gearaat fo et
ofaTfas T afewag Ty =mert:l|
EECEERECIERIERBEIESI]
gHfaEAeT Sfeqmaaaeovil
eaTdtreTEr = fa@sr g @<l

Lalita-tridati is supposed to be the main text of the Kadi- tradi-
tion, and the three hundred names are arranged in the order men-
tioned above for the Kadi version of paﬁchadaéi-vidyﬁ.

éri—vidyﬁrnava~tantra (1, 17) distinguishes between
Kamaraja-krama (viz. Kadi) and Lopamudra-krama (viz. Hadi)
within Grdhvamndya. The same text later (7th §vasa, as told by Ts-
vara) refers to Lopamudra-vidya as a variant of Kamaraja-vidya:

HESTiE=TaT: afw gd =7 gl
fecar 7@ fad=grear AraTHET STl

In the first kiita of Kadi-vidya, we have t and £ which are
omitted in the version ascribed to Lopamudra, and this version
begins withe and has# also in the first kuita (vagbhava). Other-
wise the two vidyas are similar.  There is another version of
Kamaraja-vidya, followed by Agastya as well as by Lopamudra:

FUSABIETFEABI ETAF A Bl

TerecaaTtear st

quT AT AT, SereEst’ gfd fawm
AATHE AT AT e e
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e fedm R R

Léri—vidyﬁmava-tantra, 7,8)

There is also a third version which is associated with
Lopamudra (S’akti-lopamudrﬁ, Sakti represented by the syllable &
which is added to Kamaraja-vidya).

THHBE: AT ERElS ad T
HEMHTT ad: T=Ta Sarahiiodq]

The addition of @ at the beginning of the fifteen-lettered
Kamaraja-vidya would make it the Lopamudra version of sixteen
lettered vidya:

AT a9 J gioea= e s
HHT HIATET AT F srsaerd||

The eighteen-lettered vidya which is again ascribed to
Lopamudra takes this form:

Teds Al R eTAFHE A A TF A il

This has been described as incomparable and most
meritorious, providing prosperity as well as liberation,” and ac-
complishing directly all human objectives:

USTSTET ST T FSHaT T
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AITATESTIT AT JETHSaEri e |
EE I IR ECIE RECILERIEEY

ARy AT gAAIET a9 o aared||

Lopamudra, although born as a princess, lived austerely in a
hermitage after she married Agastya; she had a son by Agastya,
Drdhasyu (or Idhma-vaha) by name.

Sri-chakra and worship of Lalita

All the three texts pertaining to the goddess Lalita (Lalitopak-
hyana, Lalita-sahasra-nama and Lalita-triéati) involve the ideology
of 8ri-chakra and are employed while worship is conducted to &ri-
chakra (for details of &ri-chakra, see the author's $ri-chakra, Sri
Sutguru Publications, Delhi, 1989 and the Tantrik Practices in Sri-
vidya, Kalpatharu Research Academy, Bangalore, 1990). The cult
of Lalita is distinguished by its devotion to the fifteen-lettered
mantra of the Goddess (pahchada$i-vidya), which is itself
regarded as the embodiment of the Goddess. The thousand
names or the three hundred names are recited while worshipping
éri—chakra, and the ideology is that the names are in reality the
elaboration of the implications of pafichada$i-vidya while the &ri-
chakra design (whether as a linear diagram, rekha-yantra or as an
icon, meru) itself is the visual representation of the same vidya.
The construction of $ri-chakra follows the symbolism of the three
kutas and the significances of the fifteen letters of the éri—vidy?a'.
The arrangement of the names of Lalita follows the scheme, espe-
cially in the Lalita- tri§ati. The correspondance between the Sri-
chakra as a yantra and paﬁ'chadaéi-vidya as a mantra is achieved
by the mindful recitation of the names of Lalita:
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Kuta | the central dot (bindu)
- the triangle (trikona)
- the eight angled figure (vasu-kona)

- inner ten-sided figure (antar-da$ara)

Kuta Il

the fourteen sided figure

(chatur-da&ara)

- the circle that is outside the above u
(prathama-valaya)

- the eight-petalled lotus (ashta-dala)

- the second (middle) circle
(dvitiya-valaya)

- the sixteen-sided figure (shogaéﬁra)

- the third (outer) circle (trtiya-valaya)

Kuta lll - the inner line forming the
square enclosure (bhtpura)
- the middle lines
- the outer lines
- the presiding pair of deities,
éiva—kémesvari.

Among the letters that go to compose the §ri-vidy“a“, the three
'ka's and the two 'ha’s are regarded as the _éiva aspect, the other
effective letters represent the Saxti aspect; the conjunct letter
"hrim’ that occurs after each kiita is composite of Siva and Sakii.

FAT ggd o AQT 9T T ifad:]
Frr & T ASTir S ITaT: |

Pafichada&i thus involves a conjoint presence of éiva and
éakti; and the Sri-chakra also conveys the same message. Ac-
cording to Bhaskara-raya the central point (bindu) represents the
letter 'T' as well as the three 'ka’s of the Pafichada$i. The traingle
which encloses the bindu is the first 'hrim’; and the eight-angled
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figure represents the other two 'hrim’s. The two ten-sided figures
(inner and outer} and the figure with fourteen-angles stand for the
two’ha’s and 'e’.  The eight petalled lotus and the sixteen-petalled
lotus symbolize the two 'sa’s.  The outer enclosure, square in
shape and with a portal on each of the sides, represent the three
'la’s of the Pafichadaéi:

& Praardisrug fosta: aga =%
EREI A TTH AT BT
T F qea=H S TRTT|
FIATN STh1ia fa=merLor waheri:||
CIECI IR )

—_ e . g . . / - .
Bhaskara-raya’s identification of the details of Sri-chakra with
the letters of the mantra is in terms of the construction of the
design from the letters.

Lalita-sahasra-nama speak,s of Pafichadaéi as the monarch of )
mystic formulae (mantras) and Sri-chakra as the moenarch of mys-
tic designs (yantras); and the two will be enriched by the recitation
of the mystic names of the Goddess whose body is Sri-chakra and
whose spirit is Panchadasi:

HAUAATLT THhqara+ a9l
AT AT T F||

Yogini-hrdaya rightly speaks of the three-fold symbolism and
the hidden import (sanketa) that must be fully comprehended by
the practitioner: (1) the symbolism of the fifteen-ettered mantra
(mantra-sar'lketa); (2) the symbolism of Sri-chakra (chakra-
-anketa); and (3) the symbolism of worship involving meditation
and the recitation of the mystic names (pUja-sanketa). The last
detail, also called yaga or sapary3, is external (bahir-yaga) or inter-
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nal (antar-yaga). The external worship consists of several se-
quences, and involves various materials and equipment; it is the
worship that is normally seen. The internal worship, on the other
hand, is entirely a matter of mental attitudes and meditations; it is
the worship meant for the advanced devotees. And the internal
worship is further of two varieties: (1) with support (sadhara) like
the Sri-chakra or visualized form of the Goddess which is wor-
shipped mentally with graat devotion; and (2) without support
(niradhara), viz. worship conducted purely in consciousness and
involving total absorption in the object of worship.  The latter, of
course, is the most superior:

g A Aty e gt
grama = Frara fraura qEaal
Frar a1 g @t g g st

e avfaFataye qeradH||

ragdiniicr e am|

a1 g wfafe sieer @1 o J&r A

wfeRe uwr @ifth: AT qEra:|

e afafe ar fraat geammimEs:l|
(gerEteant, ¢, 4)

The goddess that is worshipped in &i-chakra and by the
repitition of Pafichada$i-vidya is calied Lalita or Lalita-tripura- sun-
dari. The expression Lalita literally signifies ‘desiring’ (lallyate).
‘adorning’ (§rgare) or ‘charming’ (sundari). The commentators,
however, take the word in the sense of playing or sporting. Bhas-
kara-raya relying on a statement in Padma-purana interprets the
word to mean one who sports, having transcended the world
(lok@natitya lalate lalit tena chochyate). The Goddess known as
Lalita is also known by other names, such as Tripura, Kameévari,
Sundari or Raja-rajesvari. She is called Tripura (‘one who has
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three cities’) because the Pahchada$i- -vidya has three 'Kuta's
(Vagbhava, Kama-raja and Saktl) and the mantra is three-lettered
(ka, la, im):

BT TS HTHFIAITTFTH]

TAHR ey $HR gaatereq]

ud sterEe <fy fo=mr arTeel|
(+f7)

The goddess is represented by the triangle (trikona), standing
for the three pithas: Kamagiri, Jalandhara and PUrna-giri) in 6ri-
chakra, and her form as Kundalini is also three-fold (ida, pingala
and sushumna). She is also called the supreme and sovereign
mistress (pard-bhattarika).

The goddess Lalita is invoked in Sri-chakra, contemplated
upon by the japa of Pa’ﬁchadaéi-vidya (in the Kadi-krama) which is
most sacred for the goddess, and worshipped by the recitation of
the thousand names, after the japa is completed.

qAY AAferare=aray Ferfig gl
Atfedta q A=ron a7 wrfedur gl

TR T Gaaaeras]
ST~ Fdafrafid amasssy)|
SOSTIh A s AT T s A H |

(stferar wemAmEA, ¢, R3)

If one is unable to perform the sequences of worship or japa,
he should at least recite the thousand names. While reciting the
names, he should first articulate each name clearly, and holding
the flower (or kumkuma) in the cupped hand he should utter the
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formula 'Hrim érim §ri—matryai namah" and then place the flower
(or kumkuma) on top of the bindu in Sri-chakra. As regards the
suitable flowers, the text suggests lotus, tulasi, and bilva- leaves (1,
21); and the list is expanded to include kalhara, kadamba, cham-
paka, jati, mallikg, karavira, utpala, and sc on. Phetkaripi-tantra
prescribes that the flower must always be held upward in the hand
in the posture of offering (aﬁiali), and never facing the ground:

arenETe AE qearsfarfati e
It may be pointed out that contrary to the injunctions of Lalita-

sahasra-nama, Rudra-Yamala prohibits the employmem of tuiasi,
bilva-leaves and dhatri-leaves in the worship of Sn chakra.

GEEIEEEREIRICIEIRENRIE I
A FEHATE ATAarag 94|

The recitation of the names of Lalita upon §ti-chakra must be
done every day (japen nityam) after the customary bath and ablu-
tions, and after the sandhya is done in both the Ved|c and Tantrik
manners.  The devotee must approach the &ti-chakra with
reverence and worship it in the prescribed way. Then he must
repeat the paﬁchadaéi—vidyé a thousand times, three hundred
times or at least a hundred times. It is only after this is completed,
one must recite the thousand names of Lalita:

ST T fagmA JEarhH THT =)
EEEGEIR IR ERERGEERE(
frert storq Tee ar FHerd oA anl
EEATHATE A Tl
(AT, 13R-2¥0)

But the recitation of the thousand names of Lalita is itselt most
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meritorious and it alone may be done everyday. If, however, one
finds it difficult to recite it everyday, he may do it on Fridays or on
the ninth or fourteenth day of the bright-half of the lunar month;
recitation on a full-moon night is specialy recommended. If even
this is impossible, then it may be done on special and auspicious
days like Sankranti or Vishu. Recitation on the day on which falls
one's own birthday, one’s wife's birthday or one’s child’'s. Should
this also prove difficult, one may recite the thousand names once
atleast in alife-time (janma- madhye sakrcchapi), or at least one of
the thousand names (rahasya-nama-sahasre namaikam api). All
the sins committed by the devotee will completely be got rid of.

When the full-moon night is chosen for the recitation (-and
night is the best time for this), the Goddess must be visualized in
the lunar orb, and must be mentally worshipped with five-fold min-
istrations (pa?fchopachﬁra, viz. gandha, pushpa, dhtpa, dipa and
naivedya). The devotee must identify himself with the Goddess
with the lunar orb and then recite the thousand names:

st dtviramfEtaaeas:|
RE I E R E B e P I R e Ea ]
q UF AfTareTsagdr aferdr gy

EREEIEESIREUEEC IS IE G (]
(T3, 20R-3%0)

g wfa wran staferarfaresm
EE IR IR e e i R G e ]
GEERELHY

Bhaskara-raya explains that 'worship’ here means the
devotee identifying himself with the lubar orb, and then identifying
the lunar orb with the Goddess:
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qeiE GisEt At "3 dogdd @Hg ikt T
SINP T I i Ere E R R R DIV ERI 2R

Numerous benefits consequent upon the recitation are
recounted in the final portion of the text (Lalita-sahasranama,
Phala-sruti). The recitation of names is regarded as what can be
accomplished with little effort (svalpayasa-sadhya), but productive
of great and various benefits (bahu-phala-prada). Especialy so in
the present age, when evil prevails and virtuous conduct is con-
spicuous by its absence. In an age like this, people can hardly do
anything better than merely recite the names. It is impossible to
perform the rituals and other religious activities prescribed in the
Vedas and Tantras:

ERIEICEE LSRG CIREIE ]
AT FFET JOT AT AT T
(@3, 302)

Therefore, the recitation of names which easily secures the
grace of the Goddess has been prescribed as the most suitable
conduct for all classes of people in the present degenerate time.
And its rewards are many and significant. Among the benefits are
mentioned the cure of all types of diseases, the obtainment of all
wealth, the avoidance of premature death and prolongation of life,
expiation of sins, elimination of obstacles to prosperity and eman-
cipation. And the text wonders how any one god or man, with
limited equipment as he is, can ever understand the benefits that
‘attend the worship of Lalita in a §ri-chakra and with the thousand
names; the Goddess herself truly knows; and no one else.

o7 At Aferar & GEsHrEas Ferd|

I Y fastrrgeRmeT: TeaayE:(|
(@34, R99)
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Benefits will accrue even when the thousand names are writ-
ten in a book and the book worshipped (282).

The Thousand Names

It is an old custom to use as a devotional device a string of
names or epithets concerning a deity; it will also be an aid for con-
centration. The name (naman) in Sanskrit is derived from the root
‘mna@’ meaning that which serves the purpose of repeated employ-
ment (abhyase); mnayate abhyasyate yat tat namah. it is com-
monly used as a designation (abhidhana), a denotation (akhya),
an adoration (sambhavana), an invitation (@hva), a description
{lakshana), or a symbol (sarhjﬁé). There is a secondary meaning
which signifies mind’s inclination towards an object (namayati,
namyate anena va); the mind bends towards what the name points
to. As adevotional device, it is what reveals the deity, the aspects
of the deity and the relevance of the deity to the devotee.

When the names of the deity are recited continuously and
with devotion, the mind acquires a facility for concentration. The
notion of 'sankirtana’ ('singing the glory of godhead’) involves the
narration of the acts of the deity as well as the numerous qualities -
that are unique to Godhead (gunadi-kathanam). The devotional
sects look upon Godhead not only in its universal and absolute
aspect, but also as a personalized Deity (ishta- devata), bearing an
intimate relationship with the devotee.

The same deity is called by different names and described by
several attributes; and this forms the content of multiple names
(1000, 300 or 108). The nama-samkirtana (or nama-smarana,
recollecting the glory of God through a standardized list of names)
is different from japa. While the latter is repitition of a single for-
mula (mantra) over and over again, the former is recitation of a
large number of different names, which may or may not constitute
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a unity. Pafichada$i-vidya, for instance, is a mantra (mystic for-
mula) and is meant for japa, whereas Lalita- sahasra-nama is really
a stotra {prayer), which has to be articulated (patha). The in-
gredient letters in a mantra are all closely inter-reiated, and all of
them together have one spiritual import and impact. The con-
stituent names of a sahasra-nama, tridati or ashtottara-ata are all
independent of each other and the expression of unity is formal
and collective. One may indeed select out of the standard list
only the names that appeal to him and recite those names. The
text itself suggests that the recitation of a single name among the
thousand would suffice.

The recitation ¢f names is indicated in formal and ‘external’
worship (bahir-yaga) as well as in 'internal’ and mental worship
{antaryaga), and this is its distinction. it may be employed as a
séquence in the elaborate ritual of Lalita worship, or it may be all
that the worship involves. The names of Lalita are meant more for
conternplation than for mere articulation. Therefore they are all
packed with ideas characteristic of the cult. We have it on good
authority that when the names are recited as part of the ritual, the
symbolism of each name must be fully comprehended for render-
ing the recitation effective.

Bhaskara-raya compares pronouncing the words without a
knowledge of their meaning to the performance of the ritual of
obiations to the fire, not in fire but in ash; the ghee poured on the
ash will not help to produce the blaze of fire. And he likens the
person who has made a study of various texts without under-
standing the import of those texts to the donkey carrying a load of
sandal-wood (not knowing the value of the load on its back) (cf.
Varivasya-rahasya, Améa, 2, 54-55).

ECRIERERHEEIN S IR E-C I I S G BICE IR
HIATAHHTE -
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ATSATATIE TRI=TT FeAfe|

Tty afgfada 7 wfam s«fy

FHRSAAT A=A EaaH]|

ATIHRATHATTHE araal|
(@RaETEE R, w¥-yy)

The importance of understanding the import of each name
and its relevance to the deity can hardly be exaggerated. The
names included in the list are described as having 'secret’ or
‘hidden’ meaning (rahasya-namani), which can be communicated
only to a deserving disciple from a competent master. It is inter-
esting to read in the Lalita-sahasra-nama that even the sage Agas-
tya, to whom all details about nyasa etc., antar-yaga and
bahir-yaga and worship rituals were imparted, was not considered
worthy enough by Hayagriva to receive the 'Thousand names’. It
is only when he felt that all that he had learnt till then from
Hayagriva did not set his mind at rest, and that he had to receive
specially the "Lalita-devyah nama-sahasrakam'’ to crown all other
initiations, Hayagriva offered to instruct him. And the teacher
specified that the 'thousand names of Lalita’ must be given only to
one who is devoted to the Mother-goddess, who is well-versed in
the cult of S'ri-vidya, and who is a practitioner, filled with purity:

Ararg i Affaarasate
SITHHIT LA T ATATsEHH||
(@fera, ¢, %)

Bhaskara-raya enumerates different kinds of meaning for
traditional Tantrik expressions, illustrated by the 'Thousand
names’. The thousand names of Lalita are distinguished by the
absence of words which are by themselves meaningless (like
‘cha’, 'tu’), which are inserted only to satisfy the requirements of
prosody. And further, they are free from the flaw of repitition of
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ideas. Although apparently words like 'Amba’, "Janani’ and 'Mata’
mean only mother,and words like 'Deveséi’ and 'Sura-nayika' mean
only the ruler of the hosts of gods, each of the words in the
Thousand Names has a distinct connotation (prthaktva-nivesita-
svabhavyah). What this special nuance is can only be known
from masters of the tradition. Bhaskara-raya provides a list of fif-

teen shades of meaning:

1. The comprehensive import, taking into consideration also
the words that are not articulated, like the purna-gayatri, the fourth
guarter of which is usually not uttered.

2. The general import (bhavartha), overlooking the cus-
tomary and literary expressions and concentrating on the spirit of

the text.

3. The traditional meaning (sampradayartha), which can be
learnt only at the feet of an accredited master.

4. The mystic (hidden) meaning (nigarbhartha), which be-
comes evident when the act of initiation has begun to mature.

5. The cultic meaning (kaulikartha), which is imparted at the
time of initiation.

6. The secret import (rahasyartha), which becomes ap-
parent in contemplative sessions.

7. The great metaphysical meaning (maha-tattvartha) which
emerges when thought about it deeply.

8. The explicit nominal meaning (namartha), which can be
apprehended by those who are brilliant even though not initiated.

9. The literal meaning (Sabda-rUpartha), which can be got by
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consulting lexicons.
10.  The partial but relevant meaning (n@maika-desaga).

11. The éa‘kta meaning (éﬁkta_rtha), which can be con-
veyed in terms of the theory and practice of the Saktas.

12.  The integrative meaning (samarasyartha), which is
produced by comparative study.

13. The cumulative meaning (samastartha), which covers
all aspects but not in depth.

14. The secondary meaning (gunartha), which focusses
attention on particular aspects or purposes.

15. The final and overriding significance (maha-vakyar-
tha).

it must be conceded that most of these meanings are not
available to us to-day, and that many of them have become ob-
solete and irrelevant to the uninitiated layman. The commentaries
of Bhaskara-raya and others have preserved fragments of some of
these meanings in so far as they relate to Srl -vidya and Sri-chakra
for the text itself holds that the three are intimately related (1, 25,
‘chakra-rajarchanam devya japo namnam cha kirtanam').

The composition of the Thousand Names of Lalita as eulogy
is ascribed to the eight Vagdevatas (1, 27-32). Stationed in the
eaght sided figure (ashtara) known as "Sarva-roga-hara chakra’ of
Sl‘i chakra the eight goddesses (Vasm| Kameéi, Modini, Vimalia,
Aruna, Jayini, Sarvesi and Kaulini) are very close to the Mother-
goddess, Tripurd or Lalita, who assumes the form of the central tri-
angle known as Vagbhava; they constitute the inner circle of atten-
dant-divinities, and the Mother-goddess reveals the entirety of Her
mysteries only to them ('macchakrasya rahasyajfia’); and they are
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fully acquainted with the dri-chakra structure and symbolism.
And they are said to have crystallized their wisdom concerning the
Goddess in these Thousand Names, which they themselves recite
without a break (‘mama nama-parayanah’). Tradition holds that
out of an infinitely large number of names, they selected a
Thousand, to help the devotees quickly realize the benefits.

AT FARY AT A ATERITREET AT
EIRECRUR IR D ERIET
(E TR, R, 2)

When the Lalita-sahasra-nama is regarded as a mala-mantra,
these speech-goddesses are considered the seers thereof.

SfrafaamesaaaEaTE== FiErEdl arEeaany
Firsar 99|

These are described as 'deities of speech’ (Vﬁgis’:i, Vahgmayji,
Sarasvati, Vak-pradharana). They are engaged always in japa
('eta devyo japa-parah, Lalitopakhyana, 37, 7), and are brilliantly
charming with their poetic compositions in adoration of the God-
dess; and they entertain the Goddess with their sweet and musical
voice.

TAT AT AILAT A LTHvSAT: |

a1 TpEagge deterar 7dr:ll

FIA ATChAT HYL: HUeTIN:

fareaar: Al ada a9l
(@foraarerm, 3o, v-k)

There are several ways of classifying the Thousand Names of
Lalita. Most of them have characteristic feminine endings (like Sri-

29



mata, Varada, Purna, Hrimkari, and Veda-janani; but some have
masculine endings (like Guna-nidhi) and some neuter (Param-
jyoti). Bhaskara-raya cites an authority which says that the divinity
may be visualized as having a male form or a female form, or con-
templated as having no form whatever but as mere existence, pure
consciousness and bliss:

g&q o1 syl ded ar fafasad)
Ay frske e i)l
(AT 354, 2, 29)

Classification is sometimes made on the basis of the length of
the name, and depending on a Tantrik classification of mantras. If
the mantra (any mystic formula, in this case any of the Thousand
Names of Lalita) has only one letter, it is called a pinda, if there are
two letters, it is kartari; if from three to nine letters, it is known as
bija; if the letters are ten or more but less than twenty, it is mantra;
and if more than twenty it is called a mala-mantra:

THTE fUveT: Fdal e qar:|
guf=g T Aaml faferafsre:||
qaqr garETe aratemfa gl
I Fed AT ArerEr], Wl 7 Rl

It is usual to take the entire collection of the thousand names
as a ‘'mala-mantra’. But there is also a method of classifying the
names in the method mentioned above. There is a single ex-
ample of the 'pinda’ variety ('T", 712), leaving out of consideration
the case-endings of the word and the usual expression for submis-
sion 'namah’). lllustrations for the 'kartari’ variety are Rasya (311),
Rama (313), Dhrti (446), and Santi (447). The next variety 'bija’ is
ilustrated by a Iarge number of names, like Sri-mata (1), Ramani
(310), Satodari (130, Sarvaruna (49), Anavadyangi (50), Bhaga-
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malini (276), Sampradayesvari (710), Ksharaksharatmika (757),
Kadamba-vana-vasini {(60), and Shadadhvatita-rupini (391). Quite
a few names belong to the "mantra’ variety, Tara-kanti-tiraskari-
nasabharana- bhasura (20), Janma-mrtyu-jara-tapta-jana-vi§ranti-
dayini (851), Samsara- panka- nirmagna- samuddharana- pandita
(880) and so on.

There is another classification which groups the thousand
names under ten heads according to a formula 'gam-ga-sya-la-ka-
vala-ra-sa-bha’; the names beginning with each of these letters
constitute a group (cf. Bhaskara-raya, on 1, 16).

The Paribhasha-desha has a scheme whereby the
thousand names are classified into ten groups with a hundred
names in each group. The name marking the beginning of a cen-
tum (sataka) is given to the group. The ten groups are:

(1) Sri-mata

(2) Mani-ptrantar-udita
(3) Sadgati-prada

(4) Hrim-kari

(5) Vividhakara

(6) Gudanna-priti-manasa
(7) Dur-andolita-dirghaksha
(8) Desa-kala-paricchhinna
(9) Pushta

(10) Nada-rupini

SSRGS

Lalitopakhyana also refers to this classification, but the last
names given in this text are Savitri, Rasa-sevadhi and Vijfiana-
kalika. 4

The beginning letters of the names have also been con-
sidered while classifying the names. Unlike Lalita-trigati, which
has names begining with the fifteen letiers of Pafichadasi(Kadi)-
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vidya in a regular order, the Sahasra-nama does not follow any
order in selecting the first letters of the names. But out of the 51
letters of the Sanskrit alphabet only 32 have been selected and the
rest left out. Among the vowels, the first five and ’e’, ‘o’ and 'am’
have only been chosen; and among the consonants, 'gha’, 'n’;
jha’, 'fi"; 'ta’, 'tha’, 'dha’, 'na,; 'tha’, 'pha’; and 'la’ have been
omitted (altold nineteen). The names commencing from 'a’ are
40,'a’,10;'1"3; 1" 2;'u’5; 'e’ 1,'0' 2; 'am’ 4; 'ka’ 51; 'kha' 1; 'ga’ 24;
‘cha’ 29; ‘chha’ 1; 'ja’ 19; 'da’ 2; 'ta’ 46; 'da’ 37; 'dha’ 14; 'na’ 75;
'pa’ 81; 'ba’ 24; 'bha’ 37; 'ma’ 112; 'ya’ 13; 'ra’ 38, 'la’ 14; 'va' 79;
'§a’ 59; 'sha’ 5; 'sa’ 122; 'ha’ 11 and 'ksha’ 9. The letters that have
been selected are said to represent the ‘matrkas’ (letter-divinities)
that help the devotee approach the Goddess. Contrarily the letters
which are omitted are regarded as harmful (cf. Nrsimha’s Parib-
hasha)

But the letters of the Sanskrit alphabet selected and the num-
ber of names beginning with those letters in the Sahasra-nama
seem to bear no relation with each cther. And the letters omitted
are obviously the letters with which no word can possibly begin
(ke n, A, na and la) or with which few words begin (like gha, jha,
tha, tha, dha and pha). Names of the Goddess beginning with
these letters are indeed exceedingly hard to make up.

Further, all the letters of the alphabet are alike matrkas, and in
the Tantrik lore no distinction is made among them. Even the vag-
devatas, to whom the composition of Lalita-sahasra-nama is
ascribed are grouped among all the letters of the alphabet (see fig-
ure). And in the Sahasra-nama, the goddess is described as the
very form of all the letters (‘matrka-varna-ripini’, 577, 'varna-rupini,
850).

Each name has three distinct parts. The first part which is
common to all the names is the 'pranava’ or 'Om’. The second
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part is the actual name in the fourth case-ending (chaturthi- vib-
haktyanta). And the third part, which again is common to all the
names is the expression of obesience and submission, 'namah’.
The name in effect is a statement of the devotee taking refuge in
the Goddess, an aspect or attribute of whom is brought to focus in
the particular name. For instance, the first name would take the
form:
‘Om/Sri-matre/namah”

However, the actual text of Lalita-sahasra-nama is in the form
of couplets in the anushtup metre retaining only the names in the
nominative absolute case-ending, omitting the first and the third
parts (Om and namah). Each line will contain one name (when
the name is long) or more usually two or more names, and thus the
thousand names are in a string or an unbroken chain of 183
couplets constituting the second chapter of the text, which is more
properly named Lalita-sahasra-nama-stotram. The last line says:
"Thus the thousand names of the Goddess Lalita were uttered {by
the vagdevatas)".

wa Araferaresar: 9t geash Sl

When the text is recited as a chant (patha), the verses are
read or sung as they actually are; but when the names are used for
worship, the names are taken out individually and pronounced
along with the first and the third parts (Om and namabh), which are
added to each of the names. For instance the chant of the first
verse would be:

$ri-mata $ri-maharajni srimat-§imhasanesvar,
chidagni-kunda-sambhuta deva-karya-samudyata

As rendered during worship, it would be as follows:

Om Sri-matre namah
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Om Sri-maha rajfiyai namah

Om $rimat-simhaganesvaryai namah
Om Chidagni-kunda-sambhutayai namah
Om Deva-karya-samudyatayai namah

- The significance of the first part (viz. Om) is too well- known to
need elaboration. The expression 'Om’ is regarded as the very
first sound that emerged when Brahman manifested himself in the
phenomenal context, and the expression denotes the absolute
Brahman (Om tat sat) as well as all the manifestations thereof. It is
customary to utter Om before commencing any serious religious
activity like study of scriptures (veda-patha), oblations in fire
(homa), sacred recitation (japa), ritual of food offerings (bali), obla-
tions to the manes (tarpana), meditation (dhyana), expiations
(prayaschitta), daily devotions (sandhya) and so on. Especially
while perfecting a mantra, Om is added at the beginning of the
mantra as well as at the close of it. When the mantra is thus
enclosed by two 'Om’s, it is called samputita’. It is said that the
mantra does not get fixed unless Om is uttered before it, and that
the power of the mantra will run away unless Om is uttered after it
(cf. Kalika-purana, cited in Saubhagya- bhaskara:

SERRIERECIRSIERERIRR]

According to the tantrik lexicon Matrka-kosha, 'Om" is what
contributes stability to the mantra and makes it effective.

AT qTETA A= Torar |

The expression 'Om’ is not only a mystic ejaculation, the
mere utterance of which will heighten the power and enrich the
meaning of the mantra, but it is composite of three vocables (tri-
matra), 'a’, 'u’ and 'ma’, which represent several triads like the
three gods (Brahma, Siva and Vishnu), the three divine functions
(creation, preservation and dissolution), the three Vedas (Rg,
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Yajus and Sama), the three worlds (bhu, bhuva and svah; the
earth, the mid-region and the heavens), the three divinities which
control the three regions (Agni, Soma and Surya), the three states
of existence (wakefulness, dream and deep-sleep), the three con-
ditions of consciousness (antah-prajfia, bahih-prajfia and ghana-
prajfia, corresponding to the three states of existence), the three
phases of time (past, present and future) and the three genders
(lingas; pum, stri and nii}y't)ala). All things in the universe are thus
pervaded by Om; and without Om, no sound can be uttered and
nothing can be communicated (cf. Brhat-parasara-smti).

It has been, however, debated whether the names in a stotra
like Lalita-sahasra-nama, can properly be regarded as a mantra.
If the name is not a mantra, then the employment of 'Om’ is not in-
dicated. But Bhaskara-raya cites numerous authorities to show
that not only each of the names in Lalita-sahasra-nama is a mantra,
but the entire collection is a mala-mantra. Lalitopdkhyana for in-
stance, refers to Hayagriva’s admonition to Agastya (purva-
pithika):

Fad AHFER T F1aT Y F9
AATHSAH AT ATET ATy =
GIGEIRICIG))

The names are no doubt epithets which are descriptive of the
beauty, might and glory of the Geddess, but the names are also so
many mantras denoting the one Goddess, whose various manifes-
tations are recounted in the names. The undercurrent in all the
names, and contributing unity and continuity to the Thousand
names, is the notion of one and secondless supreme principle,
pervading the universe and transcending it. This principle (tattva)
is devoid of form, gender, attribute or character; it is nirguna and
nishkala. It is, in other words, the supreme Brahman. This
aspect of the names, which is common to all of them, is suggested
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by the addition of 'Om’ (which is an ancient expression for para-
brahman) to each of the names:

a9 gHES Sgiard;|

'Om’ is added to the names in the sahasra-nama only at the
beginning of each name. And while reciting the names continuous-
ly care must be taken to introduce a slight pause after each 'namah’
{coming at the end of the name), so that the next name starts disin-
ctly with an ’Om’.  The expression 'namah’ (meaning prayer,
bowing, adoration) is the proper termination of each name as a
mantra, even as 'Om’ is the proper comencement. The name ar-
ticulated without an Om at its beginning would fail to be a mantra,
and would thus be ineffective.

The Goddess

Before the ceremonial recital of a mantra, itis usual (if not man-
datory) to remind ourselves of the nature of the deity (devata), the
'seer’ (rshi) of the mantra (discoverer or one who was responsible
for its composition or revelation), the metre in which the mantra oc-
curs (chhandas), and the purpose for which the recitation is under-
taken (viniyoga). Then follows the descriptive verse for
contemplation and the visualization of the deity (dhyana-$loka).

As regards, the 'seers’ of this mantra (or rather mala- mantra),
the eight vagdevatas headed by Vasini are mentioned. _Lalita-
sahasra-nama mentions that when the Goddess commanded,
Vas$ini and other Vagdevatas got up in their respective seats, folded
their hands in an attitude of supplication and praised the Goddess
by the thousand names which they themselves had composed (1,
38-39):
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And the metre in which the composition appears is given as
anushtup. There is a custom of formally and symbolically placing
the three details (devata, rshi and chhandas) on ones own body
parts. This procedure is known as ‘anga-nydsa’. The 'goddess’
is located in the heart, the 'seers’ on the head, and the 'metre’ on
the tongue. This is because the 'seer’ is the preceptor and so
must be held on top of the devotee’s head. The goddess is to be
meditated upon, and so must be placed in the heart. The metre
has to be articulated and so must be located on the tongue:

FifeaTtesy wauEraarn gl
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The devotee makes an explicit acknowledgement of this
three-fold ptacement thus:
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The purpose of the recitation of the thousand names of Lalita
is the obtainment of all the four values of life, viz. virtue (dharma),
wealth (artha), pleasures (kama) and liberatioh (moksha):

aqfdagemifagerd s fafaanT:|

For Lalita-sahasra-nama, the deity is, of course, Lalita
(Lalitamba, Lalita-para-bhattarika, Lalita-tripura-sundari). The
section known as Latitopéfdwyﬁna in Brahmanda-purana begins
with this verse which describes the deity:

EGUGICCCEIEEE]
FArAd FHFATTATN
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She, the mother of all the worlds, is four-armed, carrying in
her hands the sugar-cane stalk as bow, the flowers as arrows,
noose and goad; her head is adorned with the crescent moon.

According to Bhaskara-raya, Lalita-sahasta-nama has this
dhyana-§loka:

& . frret A
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The goddess is visualized as ruddy in complexion like red
lead or sindura, having three eyes, smiling countenance, and large
breasts, her bejewelled crown is adorned by the brilliant moon.
She holds in one of her hands the jewel-studded bowl filled with

nectar, and red lily in the other. Beneath her foot, daubed with red
lac, is a bejewelled pot.

Another version of the same text has a different dhyana-
sloka:

sfiferat serar gy
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Here she is identified with the fifteen-lettered manira
(panichadasi) which is familiarly known as §rividya. She is also
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the nourisher of the worlds: she is responsible for creation,
preservation and dissolution. She is an enduring spirit (nitya), and
the great Tripura-sundari.

Lalita-triSati has this dhyana-§loka included in the prologue
(pUrva-pithika):

Here the goddess is visualized as red in complexition, and
wearing reddish garments and ornaments. Red is the colour of
the Goddess because, according to Bhavanopanishat (29), red
signifies the aspect of vimar$a (which is represented by Sakti, as
the Prakasa aspect is Siva).

e gder e

There is a name in the Sahasra-nama which identifies the
goddess with vimarsa (vimar§a-rpini, 548). She is charming in
appearance and has four arms, carrying bow, arrow, noose and
goad in her hands.

The Lalita-sahasra-nama itself has names descriptive of the
goddess suitable for visualization:

chidagni-kunda-sambhta (4): she emerges out of the fire-
altar of consciousness

deva-karya-samudyata (5): she is engaged in accomplishing
the task for the good of the gods
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udyad-bhanu-sahasrabha (6): she is resplendent like the
rising sun

chaturbahu-samanvita (7): she has four arms

rﬁga-svarﬁpa-pa‘ééghyﬁ (8): she holds in one of her hands
noose, which symbolizes love and worldliness

krodhﬁkérﬁﬁkugojivalﬁ (9): she holds in another hand goad,
which symbolizes divine displeasure

mano-riipekshu-kodanda (10): she holds in the third hand
sugar-cane-stalk as bow, symbolizing mind

pancha-tanmatra-sayaka (11): she holds in the fourth hand
arrows, representing the five basic elements of the phenomenal
world (earth, water, fire, air and aka$a).

The symbolism of the weapons is explained in
Bhavanopanishat

ARIIHATAT: T OATI:|
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Further, this text identifies the supreme goddess Lalita with
the devote’s own self, ever filled with bliss:

Hqe=ul; WA gaadr sferar|

Bhaskara-raya commenting on this sentence quotes a verse
from Tantra-raja-tantra, in support of this idea:
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The Sahasra-nama has several names (65 to 87) recounting
the occasion for the appearance of the Goddess (viz. to kill Bhan-
dasura), as given in Lalitopakhyana. And her identification with
§ri-vidy’§ is the import of several other names (85-89)

vﬁgbhava—ijtaika-svarﬁpa—mukha-pa?‘ukaj'éi;
kanthadhah-kati-paryanta-madhya-kuta-svarupini;
sakti-kUtaikatapanna-katyadhobhaga-dharini;
mula-mantratmika; ) )
mila-kUta-traya-kalevara.

. The figure of the goddess is composed of the first unit of the
panchadasi-vidya (known as vagbhava-kuta, s T s« il ) as her
face, the middle unit (kamaraja-ktta & & % & & il ) as her torso,
and the third unit (sakti-kUta, ¥ % & il )as the limbs below the
waist. Her form is that of the panchadasi-vidya itself (referred to
here as mila-mantra). She is elsewhere also described as having
three units (‘tri-kUta', 588), as being the six-lettered vidya viz.
panchadasi with the addition of Srim as turiya-kiita) (587), as 'sfi-
vidya' (584), as worshipped by Kama (‘kama-sevita’, 585), i.e. the
Kadi-vidya, as well as by Lopamudra (647), i.e. the Hadi-vidya.

She is also described as residing in Sri-chakra ('sri- chakra-
raja-nilaya’, 955, 'chakra-raja-niketana’, 245), and is of the form of
the primary triangle in it (tripurd, 626, 'kama- kala-rupa’, 321,
'sumeru-srnga-madhyastha’, 55). There are names which
describe elaborately the form of Sri-chakra as ’'the abode of
wishfulfiment’ (chintamani-grha, 57), 'the glorious city’ (sriman-
nagara’, 56), 'the peak of the golden mountain’ (sumeru- srnga, 55;
meru, 775), 'the great garden of lotus-flowers’ (maha- padmatavi,
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59), 'the forest of kadamba trees’ (kadamba-vana, 60), and ’the
ocean of nectar’ (sudha-sagara, 61). The source of this imagery is
Lalitopakhyana (chapters 35 to 37). Inside this splendid palace
she is seated on a cot composed of the five inert gods repre-
senting the five tattvas (pancha-brahmasana, 58: pancha- preta-
mafichadhi-ayini, 947; pafcha-pretasanasina, 249); and she sits
on the lap of her consort Kame$vara (§iva-kame$varankastha, 52)
who is identified with the central point inside the primary triangle
{hindu) (hence bamdavasana 905). And the goddess repre-
sents the unity of Siva and akti (élva -Saktyaikya- -rupini, 999).

Following the idea of the correspondemfe of Sri-chakra with
the six chakras of Kuggalini-yoga,

Freprer =mar Brg a9 Jsera
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Lalita is said to reside in each of the six chakras, and also in
the space transcending them (shag-_chakropari-sarﬁsth%té, 108;
dahar§k§§a-rﬁpirﬁ, 608); she also breaks through the three 'knots’
of the constitution, during the upward passage of Kundalini.
Among the names in Sahasra-nama, we find the following:

muladharaika-nilaya (109
Brahma-granthi-vibhedinT(100)
maniplrartar-udita (101)
Vishnu-granthi-vibhedini (102)
ajha-chakrantarala-stha (103)
Rudra-granthi-vibhedini (104)
sahasrarambujarigha (105)
sudhd-sarabhi-varshini (106)
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tadil-lata-sama-ruchi (107)

maha-sakti (109)

kundalini (110)

In another context later on, we have a complete list of the six

chakras:

muladharambujartdha (514)
svadhishthanambuja-gata (504)
manipurabja-nilaya (495)
anahatabja-nilaya (485)
vi§uddhi-chakra-nilaya (476)
ajia-chakrabja-nilaya (521)
sahasra-dala-padma-samstha (528)

The goddess is, likewise, identified with each of the three
states of experience (waking, dream and sleep), while she is ac-
tually beyond them:

1) viéva-rlipa (256)
jagarini (257)

2) taijasatmika (259)
svapanti (258)

3) prajnatmika (261)
supta (260)

turya (262)
sarvavastha-varjita (263).

She is also recognized as the inner awareness (pratyak- chiti-
ripa, 367) in all beings, and the goddess transcending all the
beings (para-devata, 369). She is also the stages of the manifes-
tation of the fundamental urge to articulate: *para’ (366), padyanti
(368),'madhyama@’ (370) and 'vaikhari’ (371).
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The Vagdevatas who were responsible for the composi-

tion of Lalita-sahasra-nama-stotra, are located in the inner
enclosure of Sri-chaktra; the innermost circle represents the
residence of Goddess Lalita.

71



3% TFAHITATIETD ;|

% Wﬁﬁ@%ﬂmﬂa |



73



&% REsmaugmd 79|
& frard 79|

&% QrdTaEaTd T7:|

& FARFAA W AT:]
&% TG 9|

& FrrAftrETTemd T3
&% GFFRIEA Ay a9:|
3% HETIRITEA a7




e

» HETATE I araTt A AU a a7l <ol|
5 AT S TS 7H:|
% SR s eFHRadward a9
AICE P LESPLICEECICLIN 2 e i H

5 HHEFaR e aETETES A9;|
umaommwl
» ARBR S hATTAR TG RS 77|
» GAAATHETT Tzl

» A eAgsheaUd 77:

% FETgAH RS ARl o I
ap@wﬁrqi

% AT Al

% AFATT T

&% THYTRTETE 79; |

% FHATATAAS Tz

W YATHTH AT 79z

3% gerafAafaafed am;ll¢ooll

€ Ce g

13

B S

g

E;‘(

%

75



3 FUSTT 7msl¢ 2ol
@ fargaaios am
& I A3

&% AT 75|

3 AATCOAFSHTR 77|
3 sTEBET 93l

&% HEHdd 7|

& TEIIRTS 77
3% AFHRETE 112 R0l
3% afwrad 7

% a7l

3% TgIIErd 79:|

3% AT A

% ATETUAS 77:l

& rated 79|

3 are A Js)

% WY A9l

¥ ofted 77l

& gread 7

3% THRTATHATS T3]
& qrared am:l| 230 ||
3% arferacd 99|

& fraeTadt 79|

% e am

&% Frefard 7|

3 fdemd Al

76




— —

3% T a9l

& frusrad Al

& fPragerd 79

& frford |

& frshed am:ll 9o ||
3% AT A9

3% FrsmTd 7

&% freagard A

3 freeerd Al

3% fAfdsrad 9.

3% fsrqaard 7|

3% s /e

o Freagerd 7|

& frergerd 7|

& fr=md el 2o ||
&% Freaad am:l

3% frspTTomd A

& frhergrd 7l

3% freomayy /sl

3 Fréraad qm:|

3% Frmd 79

&% WHYH 79|

3% freferd 9

& FEATR 793l

3 fAfarmd Tl 250 |
&% FrEgrad 7l

77



o falerd 79|

3% AT Al
% frdt 7

3% AHArE== 47|
3% fsamamd 7
3% qrIATRY 79|
3% freptamd 7|
3% wreEr 77|
3% farefard a9l 2eo |l
3% AT 79|
3 A sEmad a9
% gmad 79|

3 frrsfamd 7l

&% AT ;!
% ffdseard 99l
3% frgarad /9|
&% Frsferdt el

3 AT 79|
3 At ARl 2o |l
a‘iwqﬁi GEH
% fferard am:l
3 frsafaremd 7w
aﬁﬁl’i@ﬂﬁﬁq:l

& AT T
3% foroarard 9
3% g A7

78




&% AT A9l
2 A ARl 2% |

3% qrvEfrar Tl

& TEAT A

3% TTEEHETY 77|

3% AT ANy 79|
3% gaaeEd 99|

&% ggAFATd ;1 Qo0 ||
8% FEITtaaTd 79|

3% T 4

3% TdHE A

3% FAAAEE I 79|
3% AT TH:|
&% gAY 7l

3% A A

3% Ay A9l

3% HERe sl

3% AETes Tl 330 |l
a%azﬁuﬁaw

3% HETe9Td 7H:|

% HETgsaTd A9

79



3% HETITAHATA 73|
3% HEMATd 79

3% HETgATd 19

3% HETIEA A9

3% HETLH T7:)

3% HETART 79|

3% AT 7301 330 |
3% HETEUTE 73

80



& TEAVSIAHLS 79zl o ||
3% ATEEYTH 7H:|
3% FTEETETS A

3% ATEAEHATIUS AT:]

3% qRHTAT TH7:|
3% fqaTTaeiaeg 1)

Y 'ﬂli(‘tﬁ?la q9:|

81



&% feramsRat 7| Rwo |
3% $2qd

% FRITIETS ;]

» FAAETR A

& THFAITAMD 7H: |

» ATTAYSAHEAITY T
& AT 7

3% WA 77

3% qETHATE s

3% WA Al

% garATIHERd Al R¢o ||
3 AfAfaes s gaaEasa 70|
% TeEEiagara 99;|

& qeaETed A9

3% gedqre A9

&

e

g

: Wﬂﬁ'{ﬁmqﬁ—rﬁ 7|



g

% QT ;|
5 AT 74

5 AT A

% AR TH: |

% ATTRITeAT qH7:l

» gREg=Afaard 7|
5 AT 79| |
& ARSI Al

3% ArEafaafiand a7 || 300 ||
3% glard 7l

& giadd 99l

3 g a9l

3 FOMrRHARTard q9:l
& qorqeTtaand J9:|

» G A9

» TR A9

3% eiaaraara 7: |

& A4 A9

& WG 77:| 390 ||

&% TR 99|

3% wifcrlRgRmeerd 9l
3% Wd 79|

% ThgaaArd 79z

3% aeurd 9|

&% WA au:|

3% TR A

fe % g fe g

e

g g

¢



W% T T3]

3% AT 73]
ra%wmraﬁrmll 330 ||
% HETR 9|

% FHTHFHATEATE T3]

& HTEFIAETS T:|
3 FegTd TH:|

&% ST A9

% FEMEETTAT 79|

3 FHATIA AT

% FATATITS T

3% FHTAT 7|

& FTIARA T97:01 330 |
3% qEEH 77|

3% JTHATATE 73]

3% revfieiageard 9|
3% frearfasrd 7l

EVE L 1 2 i pa 6

&% frerafras T
3 a7

EVC e o o i £ oY

3 fawramare )

3% fqafeea 9l 30 ||
3% AU TH;|

% ST A9

% HAHTATCT 7 |




3% greartet Tl 340 ||

&% JTHHIA Tzl

3% Ffgmveaaty=a 7|

% PRI q9:|

3% AT 79

&% HEATATUTIISS H:|

3% FRTATIA T A9l

% qraEATERE TR Afawd 9|
3% qEd A

3% TTIETUES 79l

& FgHeETd T8l 350 |l

3% aHETErd 79|

3 ot 9]

3% goqeasarard 9|

3% e e 797

SRS IR R EICERIBIEE LRI L
3% qUd 99|

&% Teastadredd AH:|

3% =g AH:|

3% qLegad A9

£

85



3% TegHTd A7l 3vo ||
3% dgIEI A9
3% ARFATATE RIS T

% ArgarTiafreaTd 7l
W fqgATsHar= q9:1| 30 ||

3 freaard 7

& fFrratorE=Tia 799:1 30 |
» fremsrefirTeuTd A:l

% ftepusTEeraT s T

» FHIEA 79

5 RTEYTS A

% FEd 97|

[ <<

[




&% gy A9

& HeATHd T9:|

% T TH|

% ST HE S 7|
3% =TIV A:i| Yoo |l

<

¢

3% fIrverd A9l

3 sy 79| ¥3o0 ||
3% g 793

87



&% FEgErd 79|
3% FJead 7|
& FA|ISTATT TH:1| ¥¥o ||
& FIATTaEETaad 79:|

88



&% wieaaed a9

3% FT=d A

& AR 71 ¥yo |l

3% fawiid A

% el A9

3% B Al

3 ArTERTTE T 79|
3% e A sl

& e T

3% Af qm:ll ¥ge |l
% I 77|

3% AT 79

% GRATIAHTA 7|

% HTARTSY A

% HIfre T

% effered 9|

5 PeTeed 7:|

» TATT A8

3% AT A

3% Farsgefaatsad 9l veo ||
3 frerad a7l

% Frefaard 7w

& forgam 79

LR I R O

<

89



3 gafea= 79;)

3 frpfgea e 7l

% JTCHIONE 73

&% Pret=mT Al

s GEATFTRNEwT I
8% FEAFEAaE 79

% YT aTd ;1] ¥eo ||
% FFHTY 77|

&% TIATHHATHS 73]

& saiferemieEgand 77|
& STfEATad 7wl

% FATEATST AT 77|

&% RTATHTA qH:)

% FEATATS Az

3% FProsIArd 79

% FHTATIIHTS 713

3% wftrfRrard amsl| ¥Ro ||
& Frer=aerardtagard 97|
& ferdtea e 7|

&% HeTdsatard 997:

S RUERDECI ST i bl
& AfTqUEsieard T

% JETATHYATE TH;|

3% TATHTILTIATS 7|

& T RPRgad 71|

% THANTS A



2 ArEfAEE Al Koo |
& ETAstaATary 9|

% THETIHLEEE T4l
3% AT EE 39|

HT%FJWT@WW sl w3o |l
& ATATARISATAAATS T
3% FAY s
3% YSTAATY 7|
& AT Al
3% goad) yeraieaAfaard 49

91



3% sfET ST A
&% BTfehATeaeTiva 79|
3% HEAQATETHTR ;|

& gautqmiyar 74|
&% FAAgTd 77| w30 ||
¥ FFETArd 79|
SASERIL T

& gatesaraard 49|
&% Tfporareaeiyud q:)
3% @rerd Al

% A 7|

3% TR 7|

3% faretefed am)

3% e 7|

2% faarfesreread 79:1] w4 ||
&% T e ;|

92



&% F=faraATerad a9l weo ||
3% HETIIATiaed 79|

3% gqErFd q9:|

3% qufsmd 97:|

% FATAIASTS T

3% AT AT 71|

3% qarg 99l

3% HTehravfEfd qu:|

93



% AR AT AAATd 79|

% GGG 71|
% HEAETd Al wlo |l

% AN 77| Soo ||
» TURIferaarafed a9

% TETH IS A4:|

3% TR AH:|

<

94




I«

5 U Tzl
% AT 77|

b BT ;|

3 <39 A9l

» TUSAITreTd AH: |

» TR0 ;|

» ST AT AR erard a9l <2o i
% FHATTHHTT AH:]

% FATAR 7|

% FHTATATITIAITG Al

5 AT CATATI AR Ao foara 79zl
% SATfeara ;|

% AT ;|

% ATHA AH:l

5 GTATE A

» qradTHad TH:|

3% AFhIfeTavesaa TH:l§30ll
3% fe=faerd /|

% PR A7

3% hadrd 77|

% R AR

» haeqqeartaa TH:|

s Prgad

» Pretre=d e
2 e a9

3% Pragead 79

&

e

B B £ % B B fe S B S %

&

L G S

e

95



3% = A1l %30 ||
3% RRarraTgard 79:|

& TrgEgfaard 79|

& fesqareiat A

& U A

3 FETH A9

& T Al e ||
3% AT A9 |

3 Aqf=gerd 9m:l



3 QR 7|
a"ﬁTF-HTI'a a7l

3% TEBTIRATARI Chih AT th &I 7:|
3% gatgrad 99|

& gofestd F7:1l <o |l
& FEEGALT T3]

&% A T3]

3% IATA 7|

3% AT I 7:|
3% TeRITeh=at AM:|
&WW:?

3% fgard 7|

3% gaafsrard 79|

& A A9

% AT 771 e |l
3% ggrd 79|

3% TR S o F7:|
3% gl ;|

% FTETTd 7zl

3% FTEt AH:|

8% SR 7|

3% Fferfard 79l

8% STNTRITR A

% FEATd qH:|

3% ArararEfaaiard a7l gco ||
a%garcra:rra 7l

97



3% YATHY 7|

% ATHATYAHTTE 7|
&% Ty J:|

&% TR 79|

&% Tg@HTd T7: |

& TTHITE e

2 gerdtstafrafrentyad a5
8% Tgeres) 79|

% IR qH:1l €20 ||
W% ALFA AT 7|

&% FTETHIRI 77|

3% goaaETd 77|

&% TG 79|

3% Ateard 77|

&% THIHA Al
SVRERIEEHEEERH
3% gardersy 99|

3% Trfasy 49|

&% oA if=eard a9
3 g A9

& gamifea 7

W g 79|

& TS qH:l
a%‘L_E'WTa-TFT:I




&% gaTfiraafaaard 4|
3% gErRTaad AH:l wio ||
3 HreEd A9l

3 T 9

3% MUTETE A

3% TRIHTUEA Tzl 9o ||
8% AT 77|

&% JIEYTd 7A7:|| 3o ||
3% Pragd 97|

& AAIREAHAE 79|
3 Af=faamd qm7:

3% qASgY A



3% dAgHT 79|
a:oafsrraarrll w¥o ||

3% 7Regd q:l| wyo ||
3% HETdhIed A9l

& HETIEE 79|

3% HETIEd A9

3% AqUTY 77|

3% FfoEHId AH:!

W FAugHrerg A 77|
3% FAFUTHDPA 77|
3% TdAhTd A9

3% framfed qm:|

3% Pty A1l wgo ||

100



£

b A ;|

% FFHIA A7l

» PrrfeeTd 7|

» @fgaEtard 49|

; QlTaTa-‘-l'Fr:I

» STATOATTATHad 77|
% S Al

» e 99|

& qFEqd A

& Brgaamd a1l veo ||

B € % % f

e

3 faasead Al

3 freEmd q9:l

% faraaryed 7|l weo |l
3% TILATd T

& qHTEd Al

3 qToeTd A9l

3% SToTEfavd 7|

3% ATAIEA@TqeA 77l
SUR e MRS EUS2 1 RN

101



W Brged T

3% OEATT 7]

% fraard 7|

&% gAY F7:|| R0 ||
&% JGAAT<eard 99|
% EATIIUAMS 79|
3% HYEA 79|

3% FATHTATS 77|

&% FTHZY 7|

3% HTHEvd 79|

8 HEATTIT 73|

3% HTHATS 77|

% AT 77: |

% TEATHY T7:l| Coo ||

3% qrarEedTd q9:ll <20 ||
3% qTaE—=d AH:|
& quAfaafed a9

102



@ g T30l <Ro ||

3% FEId 7H;|

3 FE ) A9l

& A4 Al

3% FgEITd ;|

3 gy 7|

3 yafasd qm:l

3% ST A9

3 I A9l

3 fasrd 77|

e Therhad Tl <30 1l
Ev It e i e o |

3% TTORT= A9

3% JHTEASE a7
& fasgg=d 79|

3% fafameard am:l

& FrEm 79|

% fqzreEa 7l

&% Jepeard 7|

103



aﬁwaﬁaﬁzml

% gutefoed A1l &4e Il
RV
+ a9l

I E I LI MR

%

uq:;ra‘pi?{ﬂ'll ¢go
< FreeTaTed A
35 TR
ey T
WWWi

104

%

&



% frarfamsard 49:|

&% T |

s grafaffd T

& qIETd ;|

& RS 7|
mﬁmmwrﬂm el coo ||

£

% o 9|
3% fArereTd T
3% QTHATAATS 77|
W g 97|

& FERISE IS ufesard 41l ¢co ||
&% gRiEd a9

% g A7

3% TS0 TH:|
% gafgTad 79|

& gATEAET Az

&% gAaTATaaa 9|
3 faufrad 7

% faseard a9l

3% feraasTied 79|
3% feramamd am:ll <o ||

105



& ARETE 71| Qoo ||
3% ATREYG 77|

&% s 79l

&% Feard 79l

3% fomamd 79|

& SEamEET 79|

& qeATiahTd 79|

3% T A9

&% qeaadEEd 77|
& FIAATSETS 79|

& g Al .o |l
3 IR |
&% TATIAAATRYTS 7H:|
& Farafefraied 7|
& e Al

& FHTEHYT T

3% S A9

106



3% dirEAtEard 9m:
3% AT HHATTEAT 797

% AFTFIAE 77|
3 FEIfard 771l ]R30 ||

aﬁmﬁﬁmw

3% qTHa A9l

% AR 79|

» QAR T7:l %o ||
& A 97|

&% AHFT 793

e

107



% ferrreard 79|

&% afervd 7.

& TSI FH

&% qagwa T Al

&% gt a4

&% qTH) qH:|

& g ¢ Wl

3% gETeag= T 9m:1l 4o ||
& A A |

& et Al |

& #reRTaral Y Al %o ||
&% TUITlraTe” 79|

% gararanr! 7|

&% AT & Fm|

& S [ATEITH |
& S |

& Arefe e 7l

o gAFed am:l

% qEFH Al

108



<l

» GANTGATR ;|
» FATI 77| Qwo ||
» AT 7|
& AT 77|
» TEATAE 79|
» fergadrr=erd 79|
&% qEAS 7|
&% Brgafeemd 70|
3% SAHETEHATUATS ;|
& Prufeesd 9wl
% FTHETD 79|
& FETE 7570 /<o |
% AARATRAER 77|
a‘bmﬂﬂqzl
3 Praweed 9
a%f%@mﬁarrol
% FETS ;|
% PepITET 99|
&% FTETA FH:l

% AT 74|
3% JTfeardaeIia 7 ;|
&% ITETTREETard 79:11 }R0 ||
& SSHATAIae T qH;|
& AATHHRAD ;|
% AT D 77|
% ATt 79:|

&

i

¢

i

d

<l

109



3% fraaracdsrefand 7|
& U gf off ferarf@assrd 7::1l gooo ||

110



s

| | aferarEreardiea=y| |

In the Introductory portion, Agastya tells Hayagriva that his
mind is not at rest even after receiving the Stotra containing the
thousand names, and begs him to communicate the further wis-
dom about Lalita. Agastya held the feet of Hayagriva in supplica-
tion and continued in this position for three full years. Hayagriva
did not know what further wisdom was held back from Agastya,
and was wrapt in thought about it. At length Lalita herself appeared
with her consort, Kamesvara, before Hayagriva, and revealed to
him the Trisati, which she herself had composed along with
Kamesvara, and directed Hayagriva to communicate this to Agas-
tya, and this would set his mind at rest. Hayagriva thereupon
asked Agastya to rise and gave him the wisdom contained in
Trisati-stotra.
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