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        THE AUTHOR 

Prof S. K. Ramachandra Rao (1925-2006) was born in a 

conservative Madhva Brahmin family. He studied Sanskrit in a 

pathasala in Nanjangud, and then learnt the prasthana traya under 

Palghat Narayana Sastri in Mysore.  

He also studied Pali and Tripitakas from Sri Narada 

Mahathera of Sri Lanka, and learnt Tibetan in order to learn Tibetan 

Buddhism. He obtained an M.A. in psychology from the Mysore 

University, and started his career as a research assistant in the 

Indian Institute of Science. He later headed the department of 

clinical psychology in NIMHANS in Bangalore.   

 A born teacher, he was a visiting professor at the 

Bangalore University, teaching in the departments of psychology, 

philosophy, indology, social work and education, He headed the 

department of Indian Culture at the the Callison college, University 

of the Pacific, Bangalore Centre. He was a senior associate of the 

National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bangalore, and was on the 

guest faculty of the Indian Institute of Management.   

He was a member of the Karnataka State Lalita Kala 

Academy and Sangita Nritya Academy, had served on the Agama 

Board of Karnataka and was on the advisory Committee of the 

T.T.D. He had been honored with the 1986 Karnataka Rajyotsava 

Award.  

 He was a prolific writer, artist, sculptor, musicologist, 

scholar and orator. He had written more than 150 books in English  



 

 

and  Kannada  apart from a  play in Sanskrit  and  books in Pali on  

various aspects of traditional Indian Culture. His books, ‘Murti 

Shilpa, Nele mattu hinnele’ on Iconography and ‘Tirupati 

Timmappa’ on Tirupati were given the state Sahitya Academy 

awards. He had authored 16 volumes on the the English 

translation and analysis of the Rig Veda.  

  He had been honored with the titles Vidyalankara, 

Sangita Kalaratna, Vachaspati, etc and had received the Veda Ratna 

Samman from the Swami Gangeshwaranandaji Trust, Mumbai.  



PREFACE 
 As my father has mentioned in his introduction to this volume, 
he had been wanting to write about the Vedas for many decades, but 
the circumstances were not favorable. He could begin this work only in 
1997, and the first volume came out in 1998. The last volume was 
published in 2005, just before his demise.  In his estimation, the entire 
series on the Rg Veda was to have comprised of thirty two volumes. He 
had often remarked that this was the most valuable and onerous task 
he had ever undertaken. It is unfortunate that he could not complete 
the task. 

 The Prof S. K. Ramachandra Rao Memorial Trust has been 
reprinting the books of Prof S. K. R.  and have so far brought out thirty 
three books in both Kannada and English. The Rg Veda Darsana series 
had been out of print for some years, but we were hesitant about 
undertaking the publication of this sixteen volumes series.  We were 
pleasantly surprised when Smt (Dr) H. R. Rama and Shri Phaniraj urged 
us to bring out this important series of books and also offered to help in 
its publication. On behalf of the Trust, I sincerely thank them for their 
encouragement and support. 

 Some changes have been brought about in this edition. The 
volume seven (of the first edition) which has been named 
‘Development of Rg Vedic Thought’ contains matter which does not 
directly deal with the Rg Veda, and we therefore thought of bringing 
this out as a separate book sometime later. The volume eight deals with 
subjects such as sources of Vedanta, crystallization of Vedantic outlook, 
reconstruction of Samkara’s Thought, etc. This has already been dealt 
with in the book that we have recently published, ‘Writings on Samkara’s 
Advaita’ (2012). The appendix to the eight volume has the article ‘Stress 
and its Management in Indian Thought’. This article has been included 
in the book ‘Origins of Indian Thought and Some Related Writings’ which 



we have brought out in 2013. The tenth volume which explains the Sri 
Sukta hymn contains material which has been discussed in my father’s 
book ‘Sri Sukta-Text with Translation and Explanation’ that has been 
published by the Divine Books, Delhi in 2012. The sixteen volume series 
has therefore been reduced to thirteen volumes. 

 I thank my nephew, Sri Maitreya Jagalur for designing the attractive 
cover page, Sri Srichand for scanning the sixteen books and Bhavish 
Graphics, Chennai for the elegant printing.   

      S. R. Sudarshan 

  



INTRODUCTION 

I have been wanting for over two decades to present the 
traditional approach to Rg  Veda because the books that have appeared 
on this subject until now have consistently ignored this approach. 
Following the lead of the Western Indologists, our scholars also have 
been approaching the Veda from linguistic, mythical, historical and 
ritualistic angles. The three-level interpretation (Adhiyajna, Adhidaiva 
and Adhyatma) which has been favoured by Yaska and several 
bhashyakaras is really the traditional approach, and this has not been 
given the attention it merits. The present endeavor is to project the 
traditional view. 

The first volume that has appeared now is introductory in 
nature. It provides a comprehensive acquaintance with the Vedic 
corpus, and also details of traditional study of the Veda. The three 
principal factors, the Rshi, the Chhandas and the Devata, have been 
dealt with strictly in accordance with the traditional understanding. An 
account of Yajna has also been presented from an earlier publication of 
the Kalpatharu Research Academy (1991). This will be followed by 
another volume, presenting the Adhi-yajna approach of Sayana, the 
Adhi-daiva approach of Saunaka (Brhad-devata) and the Adhyatma 
approach of Yaska (Nirukta). The subsequent volumes will take up the 
mantras of Rg Veda for this threefold consideration. 

My interest in undertaking this rather ambitious and arduous 
project at the tail-end of my life is summed up in a line by Anantacharya 
of the seventeenth century, the author of Kanva Samhita Bhasya: 

       AqÉÑlÉÉ uÉãSSÏmÉålÉ qÉrÉÉ lÉÏUÉÎeÉiÉÉã WûËUÈ | 

 

     S. K. Ramachandra Rao 
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