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Introduction 
It is well known that Rg Veda cannot be understood without the 

help of Vedangas like Siksha, Kalpa, Vyakarana, Jyotisha, Nirukta and 
Chhandas. Among these aids, Nirukta occupies the pride of place. It is 
indispensable for the student of Veda. 

Rg Veda, the very source of Indian Culture, contains meanings 
and mysteries, which can only be apprehended and appreciated with 
the help of Nirukta, which is an etymological and semantic treatise 
meant only for this purpose.  Among twelve Niruktas that we have 
references to, it is only Yaska’s that is available to us. And we have 
fortunately the text intact. There is also an extensive commentary on it 
by Bhagavad-Durga (Durgacharya) and some glossatorial notes by 
Skanda Swamin. 

The present publication provides the complete text of the third 
Kanda of this great work, Daivata Kanda (the first two padas in this 
volume) together with Skanda Swamin’s commentary (Part I), 
Durgacharya’s commentary (Part II) and my translation of the text into 
English along with extensive notes and explanations.  
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