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Introduction 
 

 

The need for a fresh edition of the Rg Veda was felt, as none of 
the extant modern editions or translations of this corpus appears to 
follow the traditional approach which was prevalent in the country 
before the advent of the English and European influences. The 
approach  relies on Yaska’s Nirukta, Saunaka’s Brhad-devata and the 
early Bhasyas. It is characterized by a three-fold interpretation; adhi-
yajna (ritualistic), adhi-daivata (theological) and adhyatma (symbolic 
and philosophical). It became my intention to highlight the traditional 
approach, when I realized that this is the only valid method available for 
understanding the true import of the Veda. While the first volume was 
introductory in nature, this volume explains in detail the significance of 
each of the three traditional interpretations: adhi-yajna, adhi-daivata 
and adhyatma. Explanations of the mantras of Rg Veda in accordance 
with these three interpretations will begin with the next volume.    

 

            

S. K. Ramachandra Rao 
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