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Introduction 
 

In this and the next volume, the third and fourth in the series, 
the traditional approach has been illustrated. Traditionally the study of 
the RgVeda begins with the Pranava (Omkara) and proceeds with the 
Vyahrtis (Bhuh, Bhuvaha and Suvah), the Gayatri Mantra and the 
Purusha Sukta. The Purusha Sukta is regarded as the epitome of the 
entire Vedic canon, and as having taken shape from the Gayatri Mantra. 
It is an elaboration of the Gayatri Mantra, even as the three padas of the 
Gayatri Mantra have grown out  of the three Vyahrtis and the Vyahrtis 
themselves are elaborations of the three constituent units of the 
Pranava (a, u and m).  It is therefore that tradition insists that the study 
must follow this line of development. 

              

S. K. Ramachandra Rao 

 

The appendix to this volume in the first edition contained four 
important expositions of the Sandhya ritual and explanation of the mantras 
employed therein (in Sanskrit). (The Sandhya ritual is principally the worship of 
the solar spirit represented by Gayatri, known as Sandhya). This appendix was 
taken from the Sanskrit text, Sandhya Bhasya Samucchaya, published by the 
Anandashram Samskrita Granthavali, 1919. We plan to reprint this text as part 
of our Prachina Grantha Mala series shortly, and therefore this has not been 
included in this edition.   

     S. R. Sudarshan 
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