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Each race contributes something essential to the
world’s civilization in the course of its own self-
expression and self-realization. ..... The essential
contribution of India, then is simply her Indianess.

—Ananda K. Coomaraswamy
(Dance of Shiva)
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“This is the ancient land where wisdom made its home before
it went into any other country; ....Here is the same India whose soil
has been trodden by the feet of the greatest sages that ever lived.
Here first arose the doctrines of the immortality of the soul, the
existence of a supervising God, an immanent God in nature and in
man, and were the highest ideals of religion and philosophy have
attained their culminating points. This is the land whence, like the
tidal waves, spirituality and philosophy have again and again
rushed out and deluged the world, and this is the land from whence
once more such tides must proceed in order to bring life and vigour
into the decaying races of mankind. It is the same India which has
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withstood the shocks of centuries of hundreds of foreign invasions,
of hundreds of upheavals of manners and customs. Its life is of the
same nature as the soul, without begining and without end,
immortal; and we are the children of such a country.”

—Lectures from Colombo to Almora
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“Nothing should more deeply shame the modern student than the
recency and inadequecy of his acquiantance with India.”
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“If we regard the world as a family of nations, then we shall be
understand the position of India which has passed through many
experiences and solved many problems which younger races have

hardly get recognized.”
—Anand K. Coomaraswamy
Dance of Shiva
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“Children of India,..... many times have I been told that
looking into the past only degenerates and leads to nothing and that
we should look to the future. That is true. But out of past is built
the future. Look back, therefore, as for as you can, drink deep of
the eternal fountains that are behind. Our ancestors were great.....
We must learn the elements of our being, the blood that courses in
our vains. We must have faith in that blood and what it did in the
past; we must build an India yet greater than what she has been."
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“] love India, not because I cultivate the idolatry of
geography, not because I have had the chance to be born in her soil,
but because she has saved through tumultnous ages the living words
that have issued from the illuminated cousciousness of her great
sons—Sarvam Jaagnam Anantam Brahma: Bralma is Truth,
Brahma is Wisdom, Brahma is Infinite; Santam Sivam Advaitam:
Peace is Brahma, goodness is in Brahma, and the Unity of all
beings.

Thus we have come to know that what India truly seeks is not
a peace which is in negation, or in some mechanical adjustment, but
that which is in Sivam. in goodness; which is in Advaitam, in the
truth of perfect union; that India does not enjoin her children to
cease from Karma, but to perform their karma in the presence of
the Eternal, with the pure knowledge of the spiritual meaning of
existence; that is the true prayer of Mother India:

‘He who is one, who is above all colour distinctions, who
dispenses the inherent needs of men of all colours, who
comprehends all things from their beginning to the end, let him unite
us to one another with wisdom, which is the wisdom of goodness’.”
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“The heart and essence of the Indian experience is to be found
in a constant intuition of the unity of all life, and the instinctive and
ineradicable conviction that the recognition of this unity is the
highest good and the uttermost freedom.”
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“..., spirituality itself does not flourish on earth in the void.
When look at the past of India, what strikes us next is her
stupendous vitality, her inexhaustible power of life and joy of life,

her almost unimaginably prolific creativeness....., she has been
creating abunduntly and incessantly, lavishly, with an inexhaustible
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many-sideness, republics and kingoms and empires, philosophies
and cosmogonies and sciences and creeds and arts and poems and all
kinds of monuments, palaces and temples and public works,
communities and societies and religions orders, laws and codes and
rituals, physical sciences, psychic sciences, systems of Yoga,
system of politics and administration, arts spiritual and arts
worldly, trades, industries, fine-crafts,—the list is endless and in
each item there is almost a plethora of activity.....There is no
historical parallel for an intellectual labour and activity before the
invention of printing and the facilities of modern science,..... it
embraced all life, politics and society, all the arts from painting to
dancing, all the sixty-four accomplishments, everything then known
that could be useful to life or interesting to mind, ever, for instance,
to such practical side minutive as the breeding and traning of horses
and elephants, each of which had its art, its apparatus of technical
terms, its copious literature.....On one side there is an insatiable
curiosity, the desire of life to know itself in very detail, on the other
a spirit of organisation and scrupulous order, .....the rational, ethical
and aesthetic mind each at a high intensity of action, created the
harmony of the ancient Indian culture.”

—The Renaissance in India
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“..... this science [Adhyatma-vidya] recognizes the unity of all

life—one source, one essence, and, one goal-—and regards the
realisation of this unity as the highest good. bliss, salvation,
freedom, the final purpose of life. This is for Hindu thinkers eternal
life; not an eternity in time, but the recognition here and now of All
things in the Self and Self in All. This inseperable unity of the
material and spiritual world is made the foundation of the Indian
culture and determines the whole character of her social ideals.”
—Dance of Shiva
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“All that India can offer to the world proceeds from her
philosophy. This philosophy is not, indeed, unknown to others—
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it is equally the gospel of Jesus and of Blake, Lao Tze, and Rumi—
but nowhere else has it been made essential basis of sociology and
education. Where the Indian mind differs from the average mind of
modern Europe is in its view of the value of philosophy. In Europe
and America the study of philosophy is regarded as an end in
itself;..... In India. on the contrary, philosophy is not regarded
primarily as a mental gymnastic, but rather and with deep religious
conviction, as our salvation (moksha) from the ignorance (avidya)
which forever hides from our eyes the vision of reality. Philosophy
is the key to the map of life, by which we are setforth the meaning
of life and the means of life and the means of attaining its goal.”

—Dance of Shiva
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“Every race must solve its own problems, and those of its
own day. I do not suggest that the ancient Indian solutions of the
special Indian problems, though its lessons may be many and
valuable, can be directly applied to the modern conditions. What I
do suggest is that the Hindus grasped more firmly than others the
fundamental meaning and purpose of life, and more deliberately
than others organized society with a view to the attainment of the
fruit of life; and this organization was desiged, not for the
advantage of a single class, but, to use a modern formula, to take
from each according to his capacity, and to give each according to
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his needs..... We must not judge of Indian society, especially Indian
society in its present moment of decay, as if it actually realised the
Brahmanical social ideas; yet even with all its imperfections Hindu
society as it survives will appear to many to be superior to any
form of social organization attained on a large scale anywhere else,
and infinitely superior to the social order which we known as
“modern civilizations.” But even if it were impossible to maintain
this view—and a majority of Europeans and of English-educated
Indians certaily believe to the contrary—what nevertheless remains
as the most conspicuous special character of the Indian culture, and
its greatest significance for the modern world, is the evidence ofa
constant effort to understand the meaning and the ultimate purpose
of life, and a purposive organization of society in harmony with
that order, and with a view to the attainment of the purpose.

—Dance of Shiva
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